Use Week of:

Jesus Was Anointed
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:6-13; John 12:1-8
MAIN POINT: Jesus said Mary anointed Him for burial.
| KEY PASSAGE: Luke 4:18

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do believers share the Lord’s Supper?

Believers share the Lord’s Supper to remember Jesus’ life and death and

to proclaim Him until He returns.

INTRODUCE THE STORY TEACH THE STORY APPLY THE STORY
(10-15 MINUTES) (25-30 MINUTES) (25-30 MINUTES)
PAGE 10 PAGE 12 PAGE 18
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Leader BIBLE STUDY

Three decades had passed since Jesus arrived on earth as a
helpless baby. He grew up and began His ministry. People
wondered, Could this be the Messiah? From the time sin
entered the world through Adam, God was working out His
rescue plan. Finally, at just the right time, God sent His Son
into the world.

John the Baptist announced Jesus’ purpose: “Here is the
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”
(John 1:29). Jesus called disciples to follow Him, and
He spent three years teaching people about God and
proclaiming the good news.
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People began talking about the possible Messiah. If He
really was the “Anointed One”—the promised Deliverer—
when would He rise up against the Roman government?
As Jesus’ ministry came to a close, He made His way
toward Jerusalem. But Jesus wasn’t about to overthrow a
government; He was about to die.

Jesus was eating supper at Simon’s house in Bethany when
Mary (the sister of Lazarus) poured oil over Jesus. Her act
angered the disciples, who thought the oil should have been
sold and the money used to help people who were poor. But
Jesus affirmed Mary for her actions. Mary did not waste

the oil; she used it to worship Jesus. Jesus allowed Mary to
anoint Him because He deserved to be anointed. Jesus is
more valuable than anything.

Help the kids you teach see the bigger picture here. What
happened in the days leading to Jesus’ death was part of
God’s plan. Jesus said that Mary had prepared Him for
burial. (Matt. 26:12) Days later, Jesus died on the cross to
rescue people from sin. On the third day, He rose from the
dead. Jesus is alive!

Jesus is our Lord and Savior. God calls us to treasure Him
more than anything or anyone else. We can show our love
for Him through the ways we worship. He is worthy of all
our praise.

MINISTRY GRID' | gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session

train ng made simpte

E Additional resources for each session are available at

help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/weblthegospelproject.
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The BIBLE STORY

Bible
Storytelling
Tips

« Seeand smell: As
youtell the story, poura
bottle of ol into another
container to help kids
visualize Mary’ act
ofworship. Consider
adding fragrance to the
oil to pique kids sense
of smell. Postan allergy
alertbefore kids amive if
you use fragrance.

« Emphasize
emotions: Use facial
expressions and various
tones of voice to contrast
the worshipful Mary
andaccepting Jesus
with the disapproving
disciples.

Jesus Was Anointed
Matthew 26:6-13; John 12:1-8

The time was coming to celebrate the Passover. Every
year, the Jewish people gathered together to remember a
special event that happened long ago. When God’s people
were slaves in Egypt, God did great things to rescue His
people. The pharaoh saw God’s power and authority, and
the pharaoh let God’s people go. God had used Moses to
lead His people out of Egypt and to the promised land.
God did not want the people to forget that time, so every
year, the Jews had a feast. Many Jews traveled to Jerusalem
to celebrate.

Six days before the Passover feast began, Jesus went
to the town of Bethany. Bethany was near Jerusalem, and
Jesus’ friend Lazarus lived there with his sisters, Mary and
Martha.

Jesus went to His friend Simon’s house for a meal.
Jesus was reclining at the table when Lazarus’s sister
Mary came to Him. She had a jar of very expensive oil. The
oil smelled good, like a perfume. Mary broke open the jar
and poured the oil on Jesus’ head and feet.

Jesus’ disciples were very upset! They thought Mary
had wasted the expensive oil by pouring it on Jesus. The
oil was worth 300 denarii—about a year’s pay. One of the
disciples, Judas Iscariot (iss KAR ih aht), said, “She could
have sold the oil for a lot of money, and then she could
have given the money to the poor!” Judas did not say this
because he cared about the poor; he said it because he loved
money. In fact, he was a thief.

They told Mary that she had done the wrong thing,
but Jesus spoke up. “Leave her alone,” He said. “She has
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done a very good thing for Me.”

Then Jesus explained, “You will always have people
around you who are poor, but you will not always have
Me. Mary has poured oil on My body to get it ready for
burial.”

Jesus said that wherever the gospel was told in the whole

world, people would also hear about Mary and what she
had done.

Christ Connection: Pouring the expensive oil on Jesus was
not a waste, it was worship. By allowing Mary to anoint Him,
Jesus showed that He is more valuable than anything. Jesus
knew He would soon die for sinners, be buried, and rise from

the dead on the third day.

Jesus the Anointed One
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WANTTO
DISCOVER
GOD’S WORD?
GET
ADVENTURE!

Invite kids to check out
this week’s devotionals
todiscover how Gods
Word can help them
grow in the gospel.
Orderin bulk, subscribe
quarterly, or purchase
individually. For more
information, check out
wwwlieway.om/
devotionals



Introduce THE STORY

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Anointed

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:6-13; John 12:1-8

MAIN POINT: Jesus said Mary anointed Him for burial.

KEY PASSAGE: Luke 4:18

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do believers share the Lord’s Supper?
Believers share the Lord’s Supper to remember Jesus’ life and death and

to proclaim Him until He returns.

Welcome time

Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect

the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids

connect to your group. As kids arrive, ask them to share a

favorite smell. As each child shares, ask him or her to also

share why that smell is a favorite.

SAY *Smells are very powerful. Sometimes, a particular
smell can be connected to a special memory. For
instance, the smell of pine trees always reminds me of
Christmas. Today were going to learn about a time
when a room Jesus was in was filled with a strong
scent, and it was a moment no one would forget.

Activity page (5 minutes)
-“Connect the Dots” Invite kids to complete the “Connect the Dots” activity
aciypage, 1perkid — page by drawing lines between the dots in numerical order.
-pendsormates SAY *The woman in the picture is Lazarus’s sister Mary.
Who do you think the person is in the chair? That’s
right, it’s Jesus! What is Mary doing? Why do you
think she is pouring oil on Him? Listen very carefully
to today’s story, because Jesus tells us why what she is

doing is very important.
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: What's your treasure?

Ask the children to think of something they treasure but

encourage them not to tell anyone what it is. Invite children

to take turns drawing their treasure on a dry erase board or
chalkboard for the other children to guess. You can play this
game as one large group or divide into teams to compete
against each other.

SAY *We all treasure different things for different reasons.
One of Mary’s greatest treasures was a jar of
expensive, fragrant oil. She was glad to give it up for
Jesus because she treasured Jesus more than anything
she owned. She used her treasure to show how much
she loved Jesus. How can each of us use our greatest
treasure to show how much we love Jesus?

OPTION 2: Smell center
Use an eyedropper or cotton swab to add fragrance to
index cards. Consider using food and spice extracts, such
as peppermint oil, vanilla, orange or lemon extract, and
cinnamon oil. You may also use other scents such as
perfume or cologne, pine oil, sunscreen, and bug spray.
Invite children to sit in a circle. Pass around the cards and
guide kids to identify the scents. Ask kids if the scents
remind them of anything.
SAY eIn the time Jesus walked on the earth, perfumed oil
was very difficult to get, so it was very expensive! But
Mary was glad to give up that perfume oil for Jesus.
She knew He was more valuable than the oil.

Transition to teach the story

Jesus the Anointed One
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«dry erase board or
chalkboard

«dlry erase markers
or chalk

« Allergy Alert download
- eyedropper or cotton

swab

«index cards
- food and spice extracts
« perfume or cologne

Note: Some oils can
burn skin, so use
gloveswhen handling
cnnamon oil,and
make sure the cards are
completely dry before
kids handle them.



Teach THE STORY

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Anointed

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:6-13; John 12:1-8

MAIN POINT: Jesus said Mary anointed Him for burial.

KEY PASSAGE: Luke 4:18

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do believers share the Lord’s Supper?
Believers share the Lord’s Supper to remember Jesus’ life and death and

to proclaim Him until He returns.

« 1oom decorations
« Theme Background
Slide (optional)

« countdown video
«“The Big Story"video

« leader attire

« glassitemsinduding a
jar of perfume

«newsprint or packing
paper

Suggested Theme Decorating Ideas: Place a few props
in the large group area that would be used if a family were
preparing to move, such as cardboard boxes, tape rolls,
bubble wrap, and packing paper. You may also display the
theme background slide.

Countdown

Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it
to end as the session begins. You may also show “The Big
Story” video to show kids where this unit’s Bible stories fall
chronologically in God’s big story of redemption.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters from the rear of the room, carrying several

glass items carefully. One of these items should be a bottle of

perfume. Some newsprint or packing paper should be in the

front of the room. Leader steps among the children trying to get
to the front.]

LEADER ¢ Excuse me ... sorry ... just trying to get through
without stepping on anybody. Nobody move too
quickly—I don’t want to drop and break anything!
[Reach the front of the room and begin to wrap glass
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items in the paper, putting them in a cardboard box.]

Sorry to be doing this right now, but my family
is moving in a few weeks, and it seems like I never
have enough time to pack! Does anyone know why
I’'m wrapping these items in newspaper? That’s right!
I don’t want them to break when we move them into
our new house. Especially this bottle of perfume. If
it were to break, all of our items would smell like this
perfume for days, maybe weeks!

In today’s Bible story, a woman broke a jar of
fragrant oil like this perfume, but she didn’t do it by
accident. In those days, often jars would be sealed in
a way that you had to break them to get what was
stored inside. The woman in our story broke her jar

on purpose!

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER ° For the next four weeks, we’ll be learning about « Big Picture Queston
the last days of Jesus’ life before His death and Poster
resurrection. One of the things that Jesus did before
His death was to share the Lord’s Supper with His
friends. At the Lord’s Supper, Jesus explained that He
was beginning a new covenant, or special agreement,
with God’s people. The new covenant would be
sealed in His blood when He died on the cross for
our sins. We still share the Lord’s Supper today
as followers of Jesus. Why do believers share the
Lord’s Supper? Believers share the Lord’s Supper
to remember Jesus’ life and death and to proclaim
Him until He returns.

Jesus the Anointed One
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« GiantTimeline or
Big Story Circle

+Bibles

«"Jests Was Anointed”
video

« Big Picture Question
Poster

« Bible Story Picture
Poster

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline or big story circle.

LEADER * While we are focusing on the last few days of
Jesus’ life, a lot more happened leading up to His
death and resurrection! [Point to the timeline or
big story circle to review previous Bible stories.] Even
though we’re going to focus on the last week of Jesus’
life, you can see in Scripture all that God has been
doing to prepare for the life, death, and resurrection
of His Son, Jesus. All of history has been leading up
to this important moment. Our story, “Jesus Was
Anointed,” shows that He is God’s chosen King, the
Messiah.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Matthew 26:6-13; John 12:1-8. Use

the Bible storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help

you tell the story, or show the Bible story video “Jesus Was

Anointed.”

LEADER * Mary caused quite a scene by pouring the oil on
Jesus. But she didn’t care what others thought, and
it didn’t bother her that she was giving up one of her
most valuable, most expensive treasures. She wanted
to honor Jesus, and this was the best way she knew
how to do that.

The story mentions that Mary had a brother
named Lazarus. Some of you may have been here
when we talked about Lazarus and how Jesus raised
him from the dead. That’s probably why Mary was
so eager to show honor to Jesus and worship Him by
giving up this great treasure!

Jesus said that Mary was doing more than simply
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honoring Him with this act. Jesus said Mary

anointed Him for burial.

Christ connection
LEADER °Jesus knew that He was going to die soon and be Tip: Use Scrpture and
buried. He knew He would die to pay for the sins of geeijgsﬁ?vvvlisd
all God’s people. And He knew that He would rise become a Christan.
again on the third day, showing His power over sin Male sure kids know
and death! He welcomed Mary’s act of extravagant g::z;:ié’:s;imey
worship because Jesus saw that she knew that He was '
more valuable than anything this world has to offer.
Key passage (5 minutes)
Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read  -KeyPassage Poster
together Luke 4:18. +“OnMe'song
LEADER ° In today’s story, the disciples said that the
expensive oil could have been sold so that the poor
could have money. But Jesus has more to offer than
money to the poor. He offers the good news of His
death and resurrection to rescue us from our sins.
Jesus has been anointed by the Holy Spirit to preach
good news to the poor.
Read the key passage two more times. Lead boys and girls in
singing “On Me.”
Discussion starter video (4 minutes) «“Unit 25, Session 1
LEADER *Think of your favorite toy, game, or piece of \cjii;cet;ssionstaner

clothing. Do you treat that object better than you
treat other things you own?
Show the “Unit 25, Session 1” discussion starter video.
LEADER * Do you think that Benjamin cares for his dodge-

Jesus the Anointed One
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«“ItHad to Be"song

volleyball? Why or why not? He really showed that
he treasured that ball. What are some ways that we
can show that we treasure Jesus? Are there any things
that we are tempted to treasure more than Jesus? It is
good to enjoy the gifts that God has provided us, but
we must never forget how much more of a treasure
Jesus is. Our worship of Jesus shows how much we
treasure Him.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER * One way that we worship Jesus is through singing
songs of praise to Him. Let’s sing and worship Jesus
together.

Sing together “It Had to Be.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.

LEADER * God, thank You that just as Jesus said people
would remember what Mary did for Him, we
remember this Bible story. Help us to worship You as
the most important treasure in our lives. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me

Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospe/
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God,
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

= ' God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created
everythmg, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud
and explain what these verses mean.

x 7 We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God
sent HIS Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from
the punishment we deserve. It's something we, as sinners, could never earn on
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

I\t/ Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

*ti We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent,
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.
Provide Im a Christian Now for new Christians to take home and complete
with their families.

Jesus the Anointed One
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Apply THE STORY

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Anointed

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:6-13; John 12:1-8

MAIN POINT: Jesus said Mary anointed Him for burial.

KEY PASSAGE: Luke 4:18

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do believers share the Lord’s Supper?

Believers share the Lord’s Supper to remember Jesus’ life and death and

to proclaim Him until He returns.

+ Key Passage Poster

« Allergy Alert download
-redand blue balloons
«scssors

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Before class, print out the key passage and cut it apart into

one or two word strips. Then put each word or phrase in

a blue balloon and blow up the balloon. Repeat the steps

above, using red balloons instead of blue.

During class, read the key passage together from the
poster, and then form two teams. Teams will line up single
file behind a starting point. Give each child a balloon.
When you say go, the first kid in each line will run to
the opposite side of the room, pop his balloon, and then
return the paper to his team and sit at the back of the line.
Once all the balloons have been popped, the team will put
their pieces of paper in order. The first team to put the key
passage in order wins.

SAY e ]Jesus spoke the words of our key passage. He repeated
a prophecy from the Book of Isaiah that said He
would free the captives. Jesus frees His people from
captivity to sin and death because He died on the
cross in their place and rose again on the third day.
He is worthy of our worship, and when we trust in
Him, we receive forgiveness and eternal life!
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Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)
Form groups of about six to eight kids. Provide kids with
Bibles and guide them to open to Matthew 26:6-13;

John 12:1-8 and read the passages. Let kids re-enact the

story on their own. Give them guidance as needed and

answer their questions, but let them work together to re-tell
the story with different children acting out the parts. Then
let them share with the rest of the kids to see which details
are emphasized by each group.

SAY *You each remembered different parts of the story, but
all together, we did a great job of remembering many
details of our Bible story today. It’s good to read the
Bible on our own. It’s also good to share what we are
learning with friends and family and hear what they
are learning too! Lets read the story again together,
and see if we left anything out.

Reread the story either from your Bible or from the Bible

story page. You may also ask the following questions:

1. What did Mary pour onto Jesus? (z very expensive jar
of 0il, John 12:3)

2. What did the disciples say about this action? (7hey
said it was wasteful and the money could have been
given to the poor, Matt. 26:8-9)

3. Did Judas really want to give the money to the poor?
(No, he was a thief and would have taken the money for
himself; John 12:4-6)

4. What did Jesus say Mary had done for Him? (Jesus
said Mary anointed Him for burial; Mazz. 26:12;
John 12:7)

5. What is your greatest treasure? How can you use that
to worship Jesus and thank Him for dying on the
cross for us and rising again on the third day?

Jesus the Anointed One
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« Main Point Poster

Option: Retell or review
theBiblestory using
the bolded text ofthe
Bible story script.



« Allergy Alert download

- @andy-coated
chocolate pieces

- plate

«Jars, 1 per candy color

«timer

+ plasticeggs, T perkid

« confetti

« plastic spoons, 1 per kid

- bowls, 1 perteam

«vacuum or broom
(optional)

Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Don't be deterred

Before class, gather several jars, candy-coated chocolate

pieces, straws, and a plate. Place the plate of candy-coated

chocolate pieces on one side of the room, and place the jars

(one for each color of candy) on the other side of the room.

Divide the class into as many teams as there are colors of

chocolate pieces and assign each team a color. Children will

use the straws to move their color of chocolate piece to their
jar using suction. They must move the chocolate pieces to
their jar without it falling on the ground. After the children
have had some practice doing this, the leaders can try and
distract the children from their goal by making them laugh

or otherwise causing them to drop the candy pieces. Set a

timer. The team with the most candy pieces when time runs

out wins.

SAY * Wias it hard to keep the candy pieces on the end of
the straw? Was it even harder when we were trying to
distract you? The disciples tried to discourage Mary
from her act of worship, but she was did it anyway.
Nothing would keep her from worshiping Jesus with
her greatest treasure. We are still talking about her act
of worship today! Jesus said Mary anointed Him
for burial.

OPTION 2: Confetti relay

Before class, put confetti in plastic eggs. Provide an egg
and a plastic spoon for each child in class. Invite children
to form two relay lines, and place a bowl for each team on
the opposite side of the room. The first child in each line
must place the egg on the spoon and hold the spoon in her
mouth. When you say go, she must walk the egg to the
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bowl and use the spoon to deliver the egg to the bowl. If

the egg falls off the spoon, she must return to the starting

point. The first group to move all their eggs to the bowl
wins. At the end of the game, allow kids to crack the eggs
over their leaders’ heads. Keep a vacuum or broom available
for cleanup.

SAY ¢ Does the cracking of these eggs over my head remind
you of anything from the story? That’s right! Mary
broke her jar of expensive perfume before putting it
on Jesus’ head and feet. Jesus said Mary anointed
Him for burial.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)
Distribute each child’s journal. Ask the kids to write about
or draw a picture to answer the following questions:

* What does this story teach me about God or about

the gospel?

* What does this story teach me about myself?

*Whom can I tell about this story?
Make sure each child secures this week’s sheet in the journal,
and then collect them. Keep the journals in the classroom
so they will be available every week or as often as you wish
to use them.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to

complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this
session. Pray for your group.

Jesus the Anointed One

© 2017 LIfeWay

« pencils and crayons
« Joumal Page
« Bible Story Coloring

Page, 1perkid

Tip: Give parents this
week’ Big Picture (ards
for Families to allow
families to interact with
the biblical content at
home.





