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Prov 27:5, 6                         Sept 27, 2020

1.  The Principle Explained 
Prov 9:8
Prov 15:12”

“Better is open rebuke,  Than love that is concealed.  Faithful are 
the wounds of a friend,  But deceitful are the kisses of an enemy.”

4 types of people:
[1]  the person who doesn’t like you and has no problem 
pointing out your faults
[2], the friend who says they love you but won’t say anything
[3] the friend who loves you, enough to tell you what you need 
to hear even if it hurts
[4] the enemy who pretends to be a friend

2.  The Principle’s Necessity 
We don’t see in a mirror well

Prov 22:15

The deceitfulness of sin, 
The lure of the world

Psalm 141:5
Heb 10:24f

3.  The Principle Illustrated   2 Cor 7:6ff 
1 Cor 4:1

v9 “in order that you might not suffer loss in anything through 
us.”

Mk 8:36
1Co 3:15

It’s for their good.  You want better things for them that they too 
ultimately want.

How did the Corinthians respond?  Sorrow
Godly sorrow

Worldly sorrow

4.  The Guidance 
Prov 19:11

1.  Is this a sin?
2. Is this something they’re dealing with on their own?
3.  Is this hurting them, their walks with God, or others?
4.  Imagine them in heaven.   Would they say…?

How do I Give this?
1- Make sure you’re dealing with things in your own life first
2- Do it in a way that there’s no question about whether or not you 
love them
3- Don’t be afraid to be direct
4- Know that some will reject

APPLICATION 
[1] Choose friends wisely -

[2]  Be that type of friend to others

[3] Remind yourself, “It helps me”

[4]  Embrace the ministry of Friendly Fire.
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