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UNIT 28
Session 1

Leader BIBLE STUDY

When Jesus ascended to heaven, He instructed the disciples 
to go to Jerusalem and wait. Jesus promised that the Holy 
Spirit would come upon them. So the disciples went back to 
Jerusalem, where they waited and prayed.

The time came for the Jewish festival called Pentecost, 
or the Feast of Weeks. As with the Passover festival, Jews 
from all over the Roman Empire would be at the temple in 
Jerusalem.

During this festival, the Holy Spirit came to believers in 
Jerusalem. They heard a sound like a violent, rushing wind. 
When the Holy Spirit filled the disciples, they were able to 

Use Week of:

The Holy Spirit Came

BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 2:1-4,22-42
MAIN POINT: The Holy Spirit came to the apostles on the Day of Pentecost.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians follow Jesus.

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)
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TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

speak in foreign languages. They went out into the city and 
began to preach, and the Jews from all over the world were 
amazed. These disciples were from Galilee, but they were 
speaking in languages the visitors could understand.

The disciples told people about God’s plan. The Holy Spirit 
helped Peter teach: Jesus is the Messiah; Jesus was killed, but 
He is alive! (Acts 2:22-36) The Holy Spirit convicted the 
crowd and they asked, “Brothers, what must we do?” Peter 
told them to repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus. 
(Acts 2:37-38) That day, three thousand people received 
salvation!

God kept His promise to send the Holy Spirit. With the 
Holy Spirit’s help, Jesus’ disciples could share the gospel 
with the entire world. 

God gives the Holy Spirit to those who trust in Jesus as 
Lord and Savior. As you teach kids, emphasize that the Holy 
Spirit gives us power to do God’s work, and He changes us 
to be more like Jesus.
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The Holy Spirit Came
Acts 2:1-4,22-42

On the day of Pentecost, Jesus’ disciples were 
gathered together in Jerusalem. All of a sudden, a sound 
came from heaven. It was like a strong rushing wind, and 
it filled the whole house where Jesus’ disciples were staying. 
Then tongues appeared like flames of fire, and they 
rested on each of the disciples. The disciples were filled 
with the Holy Spirit, and the Holy Spirit gave them the 
ability to speak in different languages!

Peter spoke to a crowd that had gathered. “God 
pointed out to you Jesus the Nazarene,” he said. “You 
saw the miracles, wonders, and signs God did through 
Jesus. Even though God planned for Jesus to die, you 
used lawless people to nail Him to a cross and kill Him. 
But death did not keep hold of Jesus; God raised Jesus 
from the dead.”

Then Peter said, “You have seen the truth: Jesus is alive! 
He went up to heaven to be with God the Father. Do not 
doubt this.” Peter continued, “When you killed Jesus, you 
killed the Messiah!”

The Holy Spirit convinced the people that Peter was 
telling the truth. “What must we do to be saved?” they 
asked.

Peter told the people to repent, to turn away from their 
sins and to turn to God. “God will forgive your sins, and 
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. Be baptized in 
the name of Jesus,” he said.

Everyone who believed Peter’s message was baptized. 
That day, about 3,000 people joined Jesus’ followers. 
They learned what Jesus’ disciples taught, and they met 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use dramatic 
dialogue: When Peter 
speaks, stand up and 
speak loudly. Move your 
hands as you speak, 
addressing the kids 
as Peter might have 
addressed the crowd.

• Control the 
environment: 
Gather kids closely to 
give the feel of a crowd 
as you tell the story.

The BIBLE STORY
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with other believers every day. They broke bread together 
and prayed.

Christ Connection: God kept His promise to send the Holy 
Spirit. With the Holy Spirit’s help, Jesus’ disciples could begin 
their work to share the gospel with the entire world. God gives 
the Holy Spirit to those who trust in Jesus as Lord and Savior. 
The Holy Spirit gives us power to do God’s work, and He 
changes us to be more like Jesus.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

BIBLE EXPRESS!

Invite kids to check 
out this week’s 
devotionals to 

discover how God’s 
Word can help 

them grow in the 
gospel. Order in 
bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Introduce the STORY

SESSION TITLE: The Holy Spirit Came
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 2:1-4,22-42
MAIN POINT: The Holy Spirit came to the apostles on the Day of Pentecost.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians follow Jesus.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to imagine they could 
invent a robot helper. Invite kids to share what types of 
tasks their robot would do. What kind of helper would the 
robot be?
SAY • Today we are going to hear about someone whom 

Jesus called “the Helper.”

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete “Spot It!” on the activity page. Kids 
should find 10 differences between the two pictures.
SAY •  Great work! Those three men in the picture look like 

they are saying something to everyone around them.

Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Quick reactions
Guide kids to stand and spread out around the room. 
Stand at the front of the room and challenge kids to listen 
carefully to your instructions. Emphasize that no matter 
what you do, they should follow your words—not your 
movements. Begin by saying “right hand” while raising and 

• “Spot It!” activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers

LOW PREP
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then lowering your right hand. Then say “left hand” as you 
raise and lower your left hand. Kids should follow your 
words. Alternate slowly between hands and feet.

As kids catch on, pick up the pace. After several 
movements, say “left hand” but raise your right hand. Any 
kids who raise the wrong hand should sit down. Every few 
rounds, invite kids who are seated to rejoin the game.
SAY • That was difficult! You had to listen to me closely to 

know what to do. In today’s Bible story, we will hear 
about some people who listened to Jesus’ followers 
and asked, “What should we do?”

OPTION 2: Rushing wind circle
Guide kids to form a circle and lay on their fronts with their 
feet away from the circle. Give each kid a drinking straw 
and designate kids on one half of the circle as team 1 and 
kids on the other half as team 2.

Mark a line on the floor across the middle of the circle. 
Set several table tennis balls along the line. Each player 
should use his straw to blow the balls across the line to the 
other team’s side. Emphasize that kids may not move from 
their spots and may only move the balls by blowing through 
their straws. After a few minutes, count down from 10 and 
then call for kids to stop blowing. Count the balls on each 
side of the line and declare a winner.
SAY •  Today we are going to hear about a time when Jesus’ 

disciples heard a loud noise from heaven that was like 
a strong, rushing wind.

Transition to teach the story

• drinking straws
• table tennis balls
• masking tape or 

painter’s tape

11The God Who Empowers

© 2017 LIfeWay



Suggested Theme Decorating Ideas: Simulate a 
performing arts venue by hanging red curtains or sheets 
along a focal wall. Set up spotlights or other stage lights to 
draw attention to the front of the room. Position a small 
table or stool to one side. Wrap a box in colorful paper and 
set it on the table. Label the box PROPS. You may also 
choose to project the theme background slide. 

Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set 
it to end as the session begins. Then begin the session by 
showing the video “The Big Story.”

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing a black outfit with a colorful cape. 
He or she carries a deck of cards and a large book wrapped in 
paper. The cover is labeled Wolstone’s Big Book of Do-It-
Yourself Illusions. Leader opens the book.]
LEADER • Ladies and gentlemen! I am the great illusionist, 

Sir [or Madam] [your name]. And now, for my first 
trick, I will make this entire deck of cards disappear! 
[Wave around a deck of cards, exchanging hands a few 

• room decorations
• Theme Background 

Slide (optional)

• countdown video
• “The Big Story” video

• leader attire
• deck of cards
• large book

Teach the STORY

SESSION TITLE: The Holy Spirit Came
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 2:1-4,22-42
MAIN POINT: The Holy Spirit came to the apostles on the Day of Pentecost.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians follow Jesus.
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times. Then throw up your arms, dropping about half of 
the deck.] Drat! Um, excuse me. [Pick up the cards.] 

I am still practicing that one. I’ll tell you what, 
being an illusionist is not as easy as it looks. I 
thought it would be neat to amaze you with some 
tricks, but it looks like I need more practice.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Well, that’s OK. I’ve brought my Bible today, so 
we can hear about something truly amazing! Today’s 
Bible story focuses on the Holy Spirit. As you listen 
to the Bible story, keep in mind our big picture 
question: What does the Holy Spirit do?

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline or big story circle.
LEADER • Let’s take a quick look back over the big story of 

the Bible. The Bible is full of smaller stories, but they 
all fit together to tell the bigger story of how God 
sent Jesus to rescue people from sin. Jesus came to 
earth as a baby. He grew up and lived a perfect life. 
He was crucified, or killed on a cross. Then on the 
third day, He rose from the dead.

For 40 days, He appeared to His disciples and 
other people. Then He ascended, or returned to 
heaven. He told His disciples to wait for the Holy 
Spirit to come.

Our story today picks up after Jesus’ ascension. The 
disciples obeyed Jesus’ command to wait. They were 
waiting and praying together in Jerusalem when the 
Holy Spirit came.

• Giant Timeline or 
Big Story Circle
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Acts 2:1-4,22-42. Use the Bible 
storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell 
the story, or show the Bible story video “The Holy Spirit 
Came.”
LEADER • Jesus kept His promise to send the Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit came to the apostles on the Day 
of Pentecost. Apostle is a word for a person whom 
Jesus chose to do special jobs and help spread the 
gospel. Jesus’ apostles were gathered together in 
Jerusalem for the Jewish festival called Pentecost. 
During the festival, Jews from all over the Roman 
Empire came to the temple in Jerusalem. So when 
the Holy Spirit came, people from all over the world 
were in the city. Jesus’ disciples went out into the city 
and began to preach about Jesus. The people visiting 
Jerusalem spoke different languages, but they could 
all understand what the disciples were saying.

One of the disciples, Peter, began to preach. He 
said that God had planned to do wonderful things 
through Jesus. God sent Jesus to earth to die for our 
sins. Jesus died on a cross, and then God raised Him 
from the dead. Peter told the crowd, “Jesus is alive!” 
He said God had made Jesus both Lord and Messiah.

The people in the crowd wanted to know what 
they could do to be saved from their sins. Peter told 
them to repent, to turn away from their sins and to 
turn to God. He said that they should be baptized in 
Jesus’ name. “God will forgive your sins, and you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit,” Peter said.

Everyone who believed what Peter said was 
baptized. About 3,000 people joined Jesus’ followers.

• Bibles
• “The Holy Spirit Came” 

video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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Christ connection
LEADER • God kept His promise to send the Holy Spirit. 

With the Holy Spirit’s help, Jesus’ disciples could 
begin their work to share the gospel with the entire 
world. God gives the Holy Spirit to those who trust 
in Jesus as Lord and Savior. The Holy Spirit gives us 
power to do God’s work, and He changes us to be 
more like Jesus.

Let’s review our big picture question: What does 
the Holy Spirit do? Here is the answer: The Holy 
Spirit helps Christians follow Jesus. Now say that 
together. What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy 
Spirit helps Christians follow Jesus.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Philippians 2:13.
LEADER • Our key passage comes from the Book of 

Philippians. The apostle Paul wrote a letter to the 
believers in Philippi while he was a prisoner in 
Rome. Paul reminded them that God works in 
believers to help them do and want to do what is 
right and good. This is the work of the Holy Spirit.

Lead boys and girls to say the key passage once more. Then 
sing “His Good Purpose.”

Discussion starter video (4 minutes) 

LEADER • The Holy Spirit gave power to Jesus’ disciples as 
they began the work of sharing the gospel with the 
entire world. Imagine if they had tried to do such a 
big task on their own! Check out this video.

Show the “Unit 28, Session 1” discussion starter video. 

Tip: Use Scripture 
and the guide 
provided to explain 
how to become a 
Christian. Make sure 
kids know when 
and where they can 
ask questions.

• Key Passage Poster
• “His Good Purpose” 

song

• “Unit 28, Session 1” 
discussion starter 
video
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Then lead kids to discuss the following questions:
• Why do you think Zach was afraid of the water?
• Whom did Jesus send to be our Helper?
• What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 
helps Christians follow Jesus.

LEADER • The same Holy Spirit who filled the disciples 
at Pentecost lives inside everyone who repents and 
trusts in Jesus. He will guide us and help us as we live 
to honor Jesus and tell others about Him. The Holy 
Spirit gives us power to do God’s work and changes 
us to be more like Jesus.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • The message believers carry to the world is good 
news! Can you imagine if we had only bad news for 
everyone? The story of God’s love for us is a story I 
love to tell. Let’s sing.

Sing together “The Story.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Lord God, thank You for the gift of the Holy 

Spirit. In a miraculous way, You give us power to do 
Your work. Help us learn to be guided by Your Spirit. 
Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “The Story” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.

17The God Who Empowers

© 2017 LIfeWay



Apply the STORY

SESSION TITLE: The Holy Spirit Came
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 2:1-4,22-42
MAIN POINT: The Holy Spirit came to the apostles on the Day of Pentecost.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians follow Jesus.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Display the key passage poster. Lead the kids to read the key 
passage together. Prompt them to make up motions to do 
as they say the key passage. You might suggest that kids do 
hand motions, move in place, or clap rhythms. Then guide 
them to perform their motions as they say the key passage.
SAY • Paul, a follower of Jesus, wrote these words in a letter 

to believers in Philippi. He reminded them that 
the Holy Spirit works in believers. Let’s say our big 
picture question and answer: What does the Holy 
Spirit do? The Holy Spirit helps Christians follow 
Jesus.

Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Provide Bibles and guide kids to find Acts 2. As they open 
their Bibles, remind them that the Book of Acts is in the 
New Testament. It follows the Gospels: Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John. Explain that the Book of Acts was written 
by Luke. Luke also wrote the Gospel of Luke.

Ask the following review questions. Provide the 
references and lead kids to read the verses to find the 
answers.

• Key Passage Poster

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Main Point Poster
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1. On what day were the disciples gathered? (the day of 
Pentecost, Acts 2:1)

2. What type of sound filled the house where the 
disciples were staying? (a sound like a strong rushing 
wind, Acts 2:2)

3. Who filled the disciples? (the Holy Spirit, Acts 2:4) 
4. What nations were the people in Jerusalem from? 

(every nation, Acts 2:5)
5. Which disciple preached? (Peter, Acts 2:14)
6. What did Peter say the people needed to do? (repent 

and be baptized, Acts 2:38)
7. How many people believed that day? (about 3,000; 

Acts 2:41)
SAY • Great work, everyone. Jesus kept His promise to 

send the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit came to the 
apostles on the Day of Pentecost. Now that Jesus’ 
followers had the Holy Spirit, they could begin their 
work to share the gospel with the entire world.

Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Loopy languages
Before the session, write the listed sets of words on separate 
index cards. Do not include the answers. 

Choose a volunteer to stand in front of the group. Give 
her a word strip to read aloud. Encourage her to read slowly 
the first time. Challenge kids to guess what the words really 
mean. Instruct the volunteer to read faster. This may help 
the other kids better hear the true meaning of the words.

Allow about two minutes per word set. If kids can’t 
figure it out, reveal the answer. Then call for another 
volunteer to read the next set of words.

1. tea whole Ye spear hit (the Holy Spirit)

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.

• index cards
• marker

LOW PREP
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2. Shh hair tea gush pull (Share the gospel.)
3. Cheese us row strum tea crave (Jesus rose from the 

grave.)
4. Team aid we son moo nan stirs (He made the sun, 

moon, and stars)
5. Hee when chop chew hay been. (He went up to 

heaven.)
SAY • How did you feel when you couldn’t understand the 

language someone was speaking? Are there any other 
languages you would like to learn? How could you 
start? In our Bible story today, the Holy Spirit gave 
Jesus’ disciples the ability to speak in such a way 
that everyone who listened—even people who didn’t 
speak the same language—could understand. The 
Holy Spirit came to the apostles on the Day of 
Pentecost, and God sends the Holy Spirit today to 
anyone who repents and trusts in Jesus.

OPTION 2: Make pinwheels
Give each kid a 6-inch square of construction paper or 
cardstock. Invite kids to use crayons to decorate their 
squares. Then distribute scissors and demonstrate how to 
start at each corner and cut a diagonal slit from the edge 
toward the center, stopping about an inch from the center.

Fold every other corner toward the center and secure 
with tape. Use a hole punch to punch a hole at the center. 
Demonstrate how to slide a chenille craft stem through the 
front of the pinwheel. Tie a knot in the stem to secure the 
front of the pinwheel. Wrap the other end around the eraser 
end of the pencil so the pinwheel can turn.
SAY • When the disciples were gathered together in 

Jerusalem, a sound came from heaven like a strong 

• construction paper or 
cardstock

• chenillecraft stems, 
1 per kid

• pencils or dowels
• hole punch
• crayons
• scissors
• tape
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rushing wind, and it filled the whole house where 
Jesus’ disciples were staying. When you see the wind 
blowing your pinwheel, remember that God kept His 
promise to send the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit 
came to the apostles on the Day of Pentecost.

With the Holy Spirit’s help, Jesus’ disciples could 
begin their work to share the gospel with the entire 
world. God gives the Holy Spirit to those who trust 
in Jesus as Lord and Savior. The Holy Spirit gives us 
power to do God’s work, and He changes us to be 
more like Jesus.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute journal pages and pencils. Guide kids to think 
about and answer the questions listed on the page:

• What does this story teach me about God or the 
gospel?

• What does the story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How 
are they for God’s glory and my good?

• Are there any promises in this story to remember? 
How do they help me trust and love God?

• How does this story help me to live on mission 
better?

As kids journal, invite them to share their ideas. Then pray, 
asking God to give the kids boldness as they tell friends, 
family members, classmates, or strangers about Jesus. Pray 
that they would feel His power in their lives.

As time allows, lead kids to complete “What Does It 
Mean?” on the activity page. Kids should match each word 
or phrase with the correct definition.

Option: Review 
the gospel with 
boys and girls. 
Explain that kids are 
welcome to speak 
with you or another 
teacher if they have 
questions.

• pencils
• Journal Page
• “What Does It Mean?” 

activity page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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