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UNIT 28
Session 2

Leader BIBLE STUDY

With the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, Jesus’ 
disciples were empowered to carry out Jesus’ mission for 
them—to take the gospel to all the nations. More and more 
people believed in Jesus. They met together at the temple to 
praise and worship God, and the first church began.

One afternoon, two of Jesus’ disciples—Peter and John—
went to the temple to pray. They encountered at the gate a 
man who could not walk. Rather than give the man money, 
Peter gave him something much more valuable: immediate 
physical healing in Jesus’ name. As you teach this Bible story 
to kids, keep three things in mind.

Use Week of:

Peter Healed a Beggar

BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 3:1-10; 4:5-31
MAIN POINT: In Jesus’ name, Peter healed a man who could not walk.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians follow Jesus.

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 26

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 28

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 34
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2

Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

First, Peter’s healing the beggar was not magic; it was a 
miracle. Beginning in Acts 3:12, Peter responded to the 
people who were amazed at what had happened. “Why are 
you amazed at this … as though we had made him walk by 
our own power?” The man wasn’t healed because Peter was 
a super-believer. Peter explained that it was by Jesus’ power 
the man was healed.

Second, the man’s healing made him happy and thankful. 
He entered the temple and rejoiced! Consider the wonderful 
miracle of salvation. We are dead in our sin, and God makes 
us alive in Christ! How we should rejoice and give thanks to 
the Lord!

Finally, Peter and John were bold in their witness. When 
confronted by the religious leaders, they did not shy away. 
Peter and John preached about the salvation found in Jesus. 
In fact, they said they were “unable to stop speaking about 
what we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20).

The same power that enabled Peter to heal the man who 
was lame—the power of the Holy Spirit—enables believers 
today to live on mission for Jesus. Pray that God would give 
the kids you teach a willingness to be used by Him for His 
glory and for the fame of Jesus’ name. 
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Peter Healed a Beggar
Acts 3:1-10; 4:5-31

One afternoon, Peter and John—two of Jesus’ 
followers—went to the temple. It was time to pray. When 
they got there, Peter and John saw a man sitting by 
a gate. The man could not walk. Every day, the man’s 
friends carried him to the temple, where he sat outside. As 
people entered the temple, they walked by the man, and 
the man asked them for money since he could not work.

Peter said to the man, “Look at us.” The man looked 
at Peter and John, expecting them to give him something.

Peter said, “I don’t have any silver or gold for you, but 
I will give you what I do have.” Then Peter said, “In the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, get up and walk!”

Peter reached out and helped the man up. All of a 
sudden, the man’s feet and ankles were strong. He could 
walk! In fact, the man leaped around! He went into the 
temple with Peter and John, and he praised God.

The people in the temple saw the man. Wasn’t this the 
man who sat by the gate outside the temple every day? 
The man who asked for money because he couldn’t walk? 
Yes, it was the man! And he was healed! How could such a 
wonderful thing happen? The people were amazed at what 
had happened.

The next day, the religious leaders got together. They 
asked Peter and John, “How did you heal this man? By 
what power or in what name did you do this?”

Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit. He said, “We 
want all of you to know that this man was healed by the 
power of Jesus Christ from Nazareth. You nailed Jesus to 
a cross, but God raised Him from the dead. It is because of 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Act it out: Ask an 
adult helper to play out 
the role of the beggar. 
He should sit on the 
floor until Peter says, 
“Get up and walk!” 
Then he should walk 
and leap around. 

• Use pauses: Allow 
silence to draw 
kids’ attention and 
emphasize key action by 
pausing after dialogue 
or between some of the 
paragraphs.

The BIBLE STORY
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Him that this man is healed!”
Peter told the religious leaders that they rejected Jesus 

because they thought He was not important, but He is the 
most important One of all.

The religious leaders were amazed, and they didn’t 
know what to say. They ordered Peter and John to never 
preach or teach in the name of Jesus again.

Peter and John said, “We cannot be quiet. We must 
tell people about what we have seen and heard.” The 
religious leaders had no reason to punish Peter and John, so 
they let them go. Peter and John met with other believers 
and prayed that God would give them power to speak 
boldly and without fear.

Christ Connection: After Jesus returned to heaven, the Holy 
Spirit gave the disciples power to begin working. With the 
power of Jesus’ name, Peter healed a man who was lame. Not 
even the religious leaders could stop Jesus’ followers from sharing 
the good news about Jesus.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

BIBLE EXPRESS!

Invite kids to check 
out this week’s 
devotionals to 

discover how God’s 
Word can help 

them grow in the 
gospel. Order in 
bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Introduce the STORY

SESSION TITLE: Peter Healed a Beggar
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 3:1-10; 4:5-31
MAIN POINT: In Jesus’ name, Peter healed a man who could not walk.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians follow Jesus.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to imagine they can 
have any power. What power would they choose? Why?
SAY • Today we are going to hear about one of Jesus’ 

followers who did something so amazing, the people 
who saw it probably thought he had super powers!

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete “Triple Match” on the activity page. 
Kids should circle the three crutches that are the same to 
discover what happened in today’s Bible story. (Peter healed 
a beggar.)
SAY • Peter healed a beggar. Isn’t that interesting? I have 

heard stories of Jesus’ healing people; I wonder how 
Peter was able to heal someone too. We are going to 
find out more when we hear the Bible story today.

Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Jump for joy
Form two teams of kids. Instruct the teams to stand at 
one side of the room. Stand at the other side of the room 

• “Triple Match” activity 
page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers

LOW PREP
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and explain that you will give a command. For example, 
“Hop like a frog.” The first player on each team will begin 
hopping like a frog across the room. Say, “Freeze!” The 
players must stop and wait for the next command.

When the player reaches the other side of the room, 
another player on her team may begin crossing. Call for 
various actions. When all players have moved across the 
room, say “Jump for joy!” and invite them to move back to 
the other side together.
SAY • Today we will hear a story from the Bible about a 

man who hadn’t been able to move very well his 
whole life. Then something happened that made him 
jump for joy.

OPTION 2: Partner puppets
Choose two volunteers. Instruct one person to sit in front 
of a table. The partner should hide behind the first person. 
The first person will tuck his arms behind himself, and his 
partner will insert his arms under the first person’s arms.

Set morning routine supplies on the table. Guide the 
partner using his arms to perform a morning routine even 
though he cannot see. The partners should brush teeth, 
comb hair, wipe face, and tie the laces on a tennis shoe. 

If time allows, provide a new set of supplies and choose 
new volunteers to play again.
SAY • Our first player’s morning routine was completed by 

the power of his partner. Today we will hear how one 
of Jesus’ followers did something amazing, not by his 
own power but by the power of Jesus.

Transition to teach the story

Suggested actions:
• crawl like a crab
• spin around
• slide slowly
• walk backward

• new toothbrush
• new hairbrush
• washcloth
• tennis shoe

Tip: Partner boys 
with boys and girls 
with girls.
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing a black outfit with a colorful cape. To 
the side, a prop box is displayed on a stool or table.]
LEADER • Ladies and gentlemen! I am the great illusionist, 

Sir [or Madam] [your name]. And now, I am going to 
make something appear out of thin air! First, I need 
my trusty … [Reach into the prop box and pull out a 
short stick or rod that is clearly broken.]

Oh, no! It’s broken! This is a problem. Let’s see … 
[Reach into the prop box and pull out a roll of tape. 
Try to repair the stick.] This is not working. Oh, well. 
Some things just can’t be fixed. [Toss the stick over 
your shoulder.] I’m better at teaching Bible stories 
than I am at fixing things. Let’s get to it. 

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Does anyone remember our big picture question 
from last week? What does the Holy Spirit do? The 

• countdown video

• leader attire
• prop box
• stool or  table
• short stick
• roll of tape

Teach the STORY

SESSION TITLE: Peter Healed a Beggar 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 3:1-10; 4:5-31
MAIN POINT: In Jesus’ name, Peter healed a man who could not walk.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians follow Jesus.
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Holy Spirit helps Christians follow Jesus. Jesus 
said that the Holy Spirit is “the Helper.” He helps us 
understand and remember everything that Jesus said. 
The Holy Spirit gives us power to live as God wants 
us to live.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline or big story circle.
LEADER • Last time, we heard how the Holy Spirit came 

to the apostles on the Day of Pentecost. This 
happened just like Jesus had promised. Now that 
the believers had the Holy Spirit, they could go out 
and live on mission for Jesus, telling others the good 
news of the gospel. The church was set up, and the 
number of believers grew.

Today we are going to hear a story about how the 
Holy Spirit worked through a disciple named Peter. 
Peter made it clear that when something incredible 
happened, it wasn’t because of Peter; it was because 
of faith in Jesus. Let’s find out what happened.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Acts 3:1-10; 4:5-31. Use the Bible 
storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the 
story, or show the Bible story video “Peter Healed a Beggar.”
LEADER • After the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost, Jesus’ 

followers went out to take the gospel to all the 
nations. More and more people believed in Jesus, 
and the early church began to grow. Our Bible story 
today happened when two of Jesus’ disciples went to 
the temple to pray. Peter and John saw a beggar by 
the gate. The man couldn’t walk, so he couldn’t work. 

• Giant Timeline or 
Big Story Circle

• Bibles
• “Peter Healed a Beggar” 

video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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Instead, he asked people for money so he could 
survive.

Imagine how the man felt when Peter healed him! 
The people at the temple had probably seen the man 
sitting at the gate every time they went to the temple. 
Now he could walk, and they were amazed!

Peter asked them, “Why are you amazed at 
this?” Let’s see … a man who couldn’t walk was 
miraculously healed. Who wouldn’t be amazed at 
that? But Peter explained that it wasn’t the power of 
Peter or John that healed the man. In Jesus’ name, 
Peter healed a man who could not walk. If the 
people really understood who Jesus is, they shouldn’t 
have been surprised that Jesus has the power to heal.

Peter told the people about Jesus, and he told them 
to repent and turn to God for forgiveness.

While Peter and John were talking to the people, 
the religious leaders came up to them. They didn’t 
like that Peter and John were saying that Jesus is 
the Messiah and that He had risen from the dead. 
The religious leaders wanted Peter and John to stop 
telling people about Jesus, but Peter and John said, 
“We are unable to stop speaking about what we have 
seen and heard.”

Christ connection
LEADER • After Jesus returned to heaven, the Holy Spirit 

gave the disciples power to begin working. With 
the power of Jesus’ name, Peter healed a man who 
was lame. Not even the religious leaders could stop 
Jesus’ followers from sharing the good news about 
Jesus. When we trust in Jesus, the same Holy Spirit 

Tip: Use Scripture 
and the guide 
provided to explain 
how to become a 
Christian. Make sure 
kids know when 
and where they can 
ask questions.
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that worked through Jesus’ followers lives and works 
in us.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Philippians 2:13.
LEADER • When Peter healed the man in Jesus’ name, Peter 

didn’t take credit for the healing miracle. Peter didn’t 
say, “Look how great I am!” He told the people about 
Jesus. Peter understood what Paul wrote in his letter 
to the Philippians. It was God who worked in him 
according to His good purpose. Let’s sing.

Lead boys and girls in singing “His Good Purpose.”

Discussion starter video (4 minutes) 

LEADER • In Jesus’ name, Peter healed a man who could 
not walk. The man who was healed praised God. 
Remember that as we watch this video.

Show the “Unit 28, Session 2” discussion starter video. 
Then lead kids to discuss the following questions:

• Nell told her friends about Jesus! Why do you think 
her friends were still not very happy?

• What could she have done differently?
• How can we help people who are in need? Why is 
meeting only spiritual needs not enough? Why is 
meeting only physical needs not enough?

LEADER • God calls us to tell others about Jesus and care for 
their needs. We show God’s love to others by caring 
for them here on earth. We can also care for their 
hearts by telling them about God’s love for them 
through Jesus.

• Key Passage Poster
• “His Good Purpose” 

song

• “Unit 28, Session 2” 
discussion starter 
video
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Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Do you know why I love to tell people about 
Jesus? It’s because I know His story is true. Let’s sing.

Sing together “The Story.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Lord, we all know people who need to be healed 

in some way. Some of us need to be healed. We pray 
that You would hear our prayers and bring healing 
and praise for Your name. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “The Story” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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Apply the STORY

SESSION TITLE: Peter Healed a Beggar
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 3:1-10; 4:5-31
MAIN POINT: In Jesus’ name, Peter healed a man who could not walk.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians follow Jesus.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Write the words of the key passage on separate index cards 
and mix them up. Display the key passage poster and 
guide anyone with a birthday in January–June to read the 
passage together. Then guide anyone with a birthday in 
July–December to read the passage together. Give the index 
cards to the kids and challenge them to arrange the words in 
the correct order. If your group is large, make multiple sets 
and form smaller groups.
SAY • Our key passage comes from the Book of Philippians. 

Take a few minutes this week to memorize 
Philippians 2:13 as a reminder that God puts in us 
both a desire to do His plan and the power to do it.

Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Guide kids to form pairs. Give each pair a pencil and a 
piece of paper. Guide boys and girls to open their Bibles 
to Acts 3–4. Ask the following review questions and 
instruct kids to write down their answers. Then re-read the 
questions, calling for kids to share their answers.

1. Which of Jesus’ followers went to the temple to pray? 
(Peter and John, Acts 3:1)

• Key Passage Poster
• index cards
• marker

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Main Point Poster
• paper
• pencils
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2. What was wrong with the man by the gate? (He could 
not walk, Acts 3:2)

3. What did the man want from Peter and John? 
(money, Acts 3:3)

4. What did Peter give to the man? (healing in Jesus’ 
name, Acts 3:6-7)

5. What did the religious leaders tell Peter and John to 
stop doing? (They ordered them to never preach or teach 
in the name of Jesus again, Acts 4:18)

6. Did Peter and John stop preaching and teaching? 
(No, they were unable to stop; Acts 4:20)

7. What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 
helps Christians follow Jesus.

SAY • Great work. In Jesus’ name, Peter healed a man 
who could not walk. Remember, the man wasn’t 
healed because Peter was a super-believer. Peter 
explained that it was by Jesus’ power the man was 
healed.

Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Speaking game
Instruct kids to sit in a circle. Explain that you need their 
help telling a story. You will start, and then they should 
jump in to keep the story going. Announce a topic and 
begin by telling kids one or two sentences related to the 
topic. For example, if the topic is “the best vacation ever,” 
you might say, “Today I want to tell you about my favorite 
vacation ever. My family went to the beach last summer, 
and it was so much fun!” Then sit down.

Another kid (at random) should stand and continue the 
story. He may speak from his own experiences, or he may 
provide a fictional account. When he finishes speaking, he 

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.

LOW PREP
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should sit down and another kid should stand to speak. 
Challenge kids to keep talking as long as possible, up to five 
minutes total. Then bring the story to a close.

Suggested topics: my favorite holiday, the best kind of 
pet, most memorable birthday, best sport or activity, how I 
learned to cook, and so on.
SAY • You worked hard to keep the story going! When the 

religious leaders told Peter and John to be quiet, they 
didn’t stop talking either. They said, “We cannot 
keep quiet. We must tell people what we have seen 
and heard.” The religious leaders could not stop 
Jesus’ followers from telling people the good news 
about Jesus.

OPTION 2: Acts of compassion
Plan and prepare for a service activity in your community. 
For example, prepare bags for senior citizens at a nursing 
home. Invite kids to draw pictures and write notes of 
encouragement for senior citizens.

Place the notes and drawings into gift bags. Consider 
including some of the following items: oversized playing 
cards, pocket flashlights, travel-size lotions or body washes, 
puzzle books, pens, note pads, or sugar-free hard candies.

You may deliver the bags during the week or encourage 
kids and their families to take them to a local nursing home. 
Many senior citizens would love visitors.
SAY • We heard today about how in Jesus’ name, Peter 

healed a man who could not walk. The same power 
that worked through Peter—the power of the Holy 
Spirit—gives us power today as believers to live on 
mission for Jesus.

• gift bags
• small personal items
• paper
• markers

Option: Review 
the gospel with 
boys and girls. 
Explain that kids are 
welcome to speak 
with you or another 
teacher if they have 
questions.
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Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute journal pages and pencils. Guide kids to think 
about and answer the questions listed on the page:

• What does this story teach me about God or the 
gospel?

• What does the story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How 
are they for God’s glory and my good?

• Are there any promises in this story to remember? 
How do they help me trust and love God?

• How does this story help me to live on mission 
better?

As kids journal, invite them to share their ideas. Then pray, 
asking that God would open kids’ eyes and fill their hearts 
with compassion so that, in loving Jesus, they would seek to 
show His love by loving others. Pray that God would give 
kids a willingness to be used by Him for His glory and for 
the fame of Jesus’ name.

As time allows, lead kids to complete “Christ 
Connection Crossword” on the activity page. Kids should 
use the missing words from the Christ connection to fill in 
the crossword puzzle.

• pencils
• Journal Page
• “Christ Connection 

Crossword” activity 
page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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