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UNIT 27
Session 6

Leader BIBLE STUDY

Picture the reality of your salvation: Imagine standing as a 
defendant in a courtroom. You’ve been justly found guilty 
of a crime and the penalty is death. But rather than ordering 
law enforcement to lead you away to be executed, the judge 
gets up and takes your place. He takes your punishment 
upon himself, declaring your innocence and allowing you to 
walk free. How would you respond?

This is essentially what Jesus does for sinners who trust in 
Him. God is the judge, and rather than sentencing us to 
death like we deserve, the Father sent His Son to take our 
place. That is mercy and grace. So how should we respond?

Unit 27 • Session 6

Use Week of:

A Song of Thanksgiving

BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 12
MAIN POINT: We are thankful because Jesus died on the cross and rose again 

to save us from our sins.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:3-4
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission as believers? Our mission as 

believers is to make disciples of all nations by the power of the Spirit.

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 206

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 208

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 214
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6

Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Look at how Moses and the Israelites responded when God 
rescued them from Egypt and led them across the Red 
Sea. Exodus 15 describes their song. They praise the Lord 
and tell what He has done for them. This same attitude of 
thankfulness—the proper response to the good news of the 
gospel—is described in the Old Testament by the prophet 
Isaiah.

Isaiah had a vision of God’s grace toward sinners, and he 
describes in Isaiah 12 the song we will sing to the Lord. We 
will praise God for His mercy and compassion (Isa. 12:1-2), 
thank Him for keeping His promise to save us (vv. 3-4), and 
tell of His glory and greatness among the nations (vv. 5-6).

Once we experience salvation, we don’t sit back and cruise 
through the Christian life. Salvation is a call to action. Out 
of thankfulness for the Lord, we can love others like Jesus 
(1 John 4:10-12) and share with the world the good news 
of the gospel (Matt. 28:19-20; John 14:15). Guide kids to 
recognize that every good gift comes from God (Jas. 1:17), 
and God’s greatest gift to us is His own Son, Jesus. With 
hearts of gratitude, praise and worship the Lord together.

203Jesus the Risen King

005508640_YngKidsLDRGuide_FAL17_book.indb   203 2/24/17   1:13 PM

© 2017 LIfeWay



head1 (Bible 
Story is char.style 
“head1a”

head 2
head 3

body_indent

A Song of Thanksgiving
Isaiah 12

Isaiah the prophet told God’s message to the people 
of Judah. He told them about a time in the future—the 
Day of the Lord—when God will judge the earth and 
bless His people.

What will that day be like? Isaiah said that it will be a 
happy day! God will rescue His people from sin. God’s 
people will sing and thank Him.

Isaiah said, “On that day, you will say: 
‘I will praise You, Lord!
You were angry with me, but You did not stay angry.
You have comforted me.
Yes, God is the One who saves me.
I will trust Him and not be afraid.
The Lord gives me strength and keeps me safe.’
“God will save His people, and you will have joy. You 

will sing: ‘Praise the Lord! Make His name famous! Tell 
everyone what He has done. Sing to the Lord. He has 
done glorious things. Tell everyone in the world about Him. 
People of Zion, shout and sing! The Holy One of Israel is 
with you, and He is great!’ ”

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Call for response: 
After each line of praise, 
call for kids to echo the 
words. Repeat once or 
twice as time allows. 

• Sing out the story: 
Raise your voice and 
speak joyfully and 
sincerely as you tell 
Isaiah’s words of praise.

The BIBLE STORY

204 Younger Kids Leader Guide
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Christ Connection: Isaiah looked forward to the day when 
God’s words would come true—God would bless His people, 
and they would be thankful and tell everyone about Him. By 
sending His Son, God kept His promise to save people from sin. 
Jesus died on the cross and rose again. Those who trust in Him 
rejoice and are saved.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

ADVENTURE! 

Invite kids to check 
out this week’s 
devotionals to 

discover how God’s 
Word can help 

them grow in the 
gospel. Order in 
bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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The low prep icon is 
anchored. Just select 
with type tool and paste 
in another location if 
needed. 

Introduce THE STORY

SESSION TITLE: A Song of Thanksgivin
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 12
MAIN POINT: We are thankful because Jesus died on the cross and rose again 

to save us from our sins.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:3-4
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission as believers? Our mission as 

believers is to make disciples of all nations by the power of the Spirit.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. As kids arrive, sing your greeting to 
them instead of speaking to them.
SAY • What was different about the way I greeted you 

today? That’s right! I was so happy to see you today, I 
sang to you. We will learn today about another group 
of people so happy they began to sing. Who do you 
think these people might be? What do you think 
made them want to sing?

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Thankfulness” activity page. 
Kids should draw a picture of something they are thankful 
for.
SAY • We all have much to be thankful for. Even if we have 

very little, we can have faith in Jesus and be thankful 
for the salvation He gives. Today we will hear about 
a time when all the people who trust God will sing a 
song to tell Him how thankful they are. Why do you 
think God’s people are so thankful to Him?

• “Thankfulness” activity 
page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Thanks in action
Ask kids to think of ways we can show our thankfulness to 
Jesus (obey His commands, sing, serve others, be generous, 
say thank You). Allow them to act out their ideas one at a 
time while the other kids guess. 
SAY • Jesus has done so much for us. We could spend all 

day thanking Him. What is your favorite way to 
thank Jesus for all that He has done?

OPTION 2: Thankful potato
Gather the kids in a circle. Instruct the kids to pass the ball 
while the music is playing. When the music stops, whoever 
has the ball will share something she is thankful for. During 
the last couple of rounds, ask the person with the ball to 
name something she thanks Jesus for.
SAY • We have so much to be thankful for, don’t we? Today 

we are going to learn that we are to be thankful 
because Jesus died on the cross and rose again to save 
us from our sins.

Transition to teach the story

LOW PREP

• “The Glory” song 
(optional)

• “On the Third Day” song 
(optional)

• ball
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters, singing and wearing a solid-colored polo shirt 
and khakis, perhaps in the colors of a local school your students 
attend.]
LEADER • Hey, everyone! The school elections are finally 

over. We have a new student body president and a 
few new members on the student council, which is 
pretty cool. You know what makes me even more 
happy than knowing who our new class leaders will 
be? Knowing that the campaign is over! No more 
fliers, no more speeches, no more long assemblies. 
It’s wonderful. I feel so free and happy. I think I’m 
gonna sing! [singing] If you’re happy and you know 
it, clap your hands. [Encourage kids to clap along.] If 
you are happy and you know it, clap your hands … 
[speaking] 

Do you ever sing when you are happy? I do. I 
actually have another, even better reason to sing. It’s 

• countdown video

• leader attire

Teach THE STORY

SESSION TITLE: A Song of Thanksgiving
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 12
MAIN POINT: We are thankful because Jesus died on the cross and rose again 

to save us from our sins.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:3-4
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission as believers? Our mission as 

believers is to make disciples of all nations by the power of the Spirit.
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the best reason of all! Thinking about all esus has 
done makes me the happiest. I can’t wait to talk to 
you more about that today. 

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Because we are so thankful for all that Jesus has 
done for us, we are ready to be on mission for Him. 
Let’s review. What is our mission as believers? 
Our mission as believers is to make disciples of all 
nations by the power of the Spirit. 

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline or big story circle.
LEADER • We have been learning about what happened 

after Jesus rose from the dead. Can any of you tell me 
what we have learned? [Take responses.]

• Jesus appeared to His disciples.
• Jesus showed His hands and side to Thomas
• Jesus forgave Peter and gave him a mission.
• Jesus gave the disciples the Great Commission.
• Jesus ascended to heaven in a cloud.

LEADER • Great job! That’s what we’ve learned so far. 
Today we are actually going to jump back to the Old 
Testament to learn about something Isaiah wrote a 
long time before Jesus was born, but it tells about 
something that will happen in the future. Our story 
is called “A Song of Thanksgiving.”

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Isaiah 12. Use the Bible storytelling tips 
on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or show 
the Bible story video “A Song of Thanksgiving.”

• Giant Timeline or 
Big Story Circle

• Bibles
• “A Song of 

Thanksgiving” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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LEADER • Wow, can you believe that hundreds of years 
before Jesus came to earth, Isaiah had a vision of 
God’s grace towards sinners? During Isaiah’s time, 
when people sinned, they had to bring a lamb to 
offer as a sacrifice to God. Each year, the priest 
would offer a sacrifice on behalf of all the people on 
the Day of Atonement. God gave Isaiah a vision of 
a day that was coming, the Day of the Lord, where 
God would judge the earth and bless His people. 
God’s people wouldn’t have to be afraid of God’s 
judgment because they had trusted in the Messiah—
Jesus—to rescue them from sin. Instead of being 
afraid, they could sing and praise God for His great 
love and mercy to them! We are thankful because 
Jesus died on the cross and rose again to save us 
from our sins.

Christ connection
LEADER • Isaiah looked forward to the day God’s words 

would come true. God kept His promise to save 
people from sin. He sent His Son, Jesus. Jesus died 
on the cross and rose again. Those who trust in Jesus 
celebrate and are very thankful. We are thankful 
because we did not deserve such a wonderful gift. 
We cannot earn salvation, but God sent Jesus even 
though we do not deserve it. 

Understanding how great God’s love is for us 
makes it almost impossible not to feel full of 
thankfulness toward God. Isaiah’s prophecy told 
about a time when all God’s people would sing a 
song of thankfulness to tell God, and the world, 
how much we love Jesus. Our songs of thanksgiving 

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.
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can also be a way we tell others about Jesus! When 
they see us singing praises and wonder why, we can 
explain to them what news has us so filled with j y!

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together 1 Corinthians 15:3-4.
LEADER • This key passage is great news. It isn’t just 

good news that Jesus died on the cross to take the 
punishment we deserved for our sin. The best news 
is that God raised Jesus from the dead on the third 
day so we could know for certain that He gives us 
life with Him forever when we trust in Him. Let’s 
celebrate it through song.

Lead boys and girls in singing “On the Third Day.”

Discussion starter video (4 minutes) 

LEADER • Have you ever done something and just known 
how others would react? Consider that thought while 
you watch this.

Show the “Unit 27, Session 6” discussion starter video. 
Discuss how the kids knew what would happen next in each 
scenario. What kind of reactions would have surprised them 
in any given scenario? What do they think is an appropriate 
reaction to knowing Jesus?
LEADER • Some reactions are predictable. It makes sense 

that we might shout “ow!” after stubbing a toe. In 
the video, we could guess which reaction made the 
most sense because we are used to seeing people react 
in ways that make sense. When we believe in Jesus, 
God forgives our sin and adopts us into His family. 

God gives us new hearts that love Him and fills

• Key Passage Poster
• “On the Third Day” song

• “Unit 27, Session 6” 
discussion starter 
video
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us with the Holy Spirit, who gives us power to obey 
God and share the gospel. Of course we might react 
by singing of our thankfulness to Him! What are 
some other ways we might react to the gospel?

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Every good gift comes from God, and God’s 
greatest gift to us is His own Son, Jesus. Let’s thank 
Him as we worship Him together, singing just as 
Isaiah prophesied God’s people would sing. 

Sing together “The Glory.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, we have so many things to thank You for. 

Sometimes we forget what an incredible gift Your 
Son, Jesus, is to us. He died and rose again to save us 
from our sins. Help us to never forget this amazing 
gift and help us to share this gift with many others. 
In Jesus’ name, amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “The Glory” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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The low prep icon is 
anchored. Just select 
with type tool and paste 
in another location if 
needed. 

Apply THE STORY

SESSION TITLE: A Song of Thanksgiving
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 12
MAIN POINT: We are thankful because Jesus died on the cross and rose again 

to save us from our sins.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:3-4
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission as believers? Our mission as 

believers is to make disciples of all nations by the power of the Spirit.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Divide the class into two teams and instruct them to line 
up single file at one side of the room. At the other end of 
the room place a large sheet of paper and a marker for each 
team. When you say “go,” the first child on each team will 
run down to her team’s paper and write the first word of 
the key passage and run back and tag the next person. The 
first team to write the whole key passage correctly wins. 
Encourage teams to cheer for each other as they complete 
this activity.
SAY • First Corinthians 15:3-4 gives us the most important 

news about Jesus. It is our mission as believers to 
share this news with others. Because of the joy and 
thankfulness we feel towards our Savior, we want 
more people to know and love Him too. We can’t 
help but tell others about Him!

Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Create a questions-based game board on a chalkboard or 
dry erase board to review all of the Bible stories in this unit. 
Label the categories by the Bible story titles: Jesus Appeared 
to the Disciples, Jesus and the Doubter, Jesus Forgives and 

• Key Passage Poster
• large sheets of paper, 1 

per team
• markers, 1 per team

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Main Point Poster
• chalkboard or dry erase 

board
• chalk or markers
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Restores, Jesus Gave the Great Commission, Jesus Ascended to 
Heaven, and A Song Of Thanksgiving. Create three questions 
for each session, and assign point values for each question. 
Invite a child to choose a topic and point value. Ask the 
corresponding question. If she gets the answer right, she 
may choose again. If she does not answer correctly, another 
kid may raise his hand to give the correct answer. If he 
answers correctly, he can choose the next question. Help 
kids look up answers in their Bibles as needed.
Questions:

Jesus Appeared to the Disciples (Luke 24:36-49)
• What did the disciples think Jesus was when He first
appeared? (a ghost, Luke 24:37)

• How did Jesus help them see it was really them? 
(He told them to touch Him, and He showed them His 
hands and feet; Luke 24:39-40)

• What did Jesus tell His disciples to do? (tell others 
about Him, Luke 24:46-49)

Jesus and the Doubter (John 20:24-29)
• Which of the disciples doubted Jesus was alive? 
(Thomas, ohn 20:24)

• How many days after Jesus first appea ed did He 
appear to Thomas? 8 days, John 20:26)

• Who did Jesus say are blessed? (those who believe in 
Him without seeing Him, John 20:29)

Jesus Forgives and Restores (John 21:1-19)
• How did Peter get to Jesus first? He jumped out of the 
boat and swam to Him, John 21:7)

• What was the question Jesus kept asking Peter. (Do 
you love Me? John 21:15,16,17)

• What was the job Jesus had for Peter? (Feed my sheep, 
John 21:17)

Jesus Gave the Great Commission (Matt. 28:16-20)
• Where did Jesus meet with His disciples? (on a 

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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mountain, Matt. 28:16)
• What had been given to Him in heaven and on 
earth? (all authority, Matt. 28:18)

• What was the last thing Jesus told them? (He would 
be with them, Matt. 28:20)

Jesus Ascended to Heaven (Acts 1:4-14)
• Where did Jesus tell the disciples to stay and wait for 
the promise? (Jerusalem, Acts 1:4)

• What promise were they waiting for? (the Holy Spirit, 
Acts 1:5)

• How did Jesus ascend to heaven? (a cloud, Acts 1:9)
A Song Of Thanksgiving (Isaiah 12)

• Who wrote a song about God’s plan to rescue us 
from sin? (Isaiah)

• What day did Isaiah write about? (the day of the Lord, 
Is. 12:1)

• Who did Isaiah say would save God’s people? (God 
Himself, Is. 12:1-2)

SAY • Great job with that review! We have learned so much 
about the time after Jesus rose from the dead and 
the mission Jesus gave us. What is our mission 
as believers? Our mission as believers is to make 
disciples of all nations by the power of the Spirit.

Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Songwriters
Divide the class into groups, providing an adult helper to 
work with each group. Tell kids to open their Bibles to 
Isaiah 12. Provide time for them to work as a group to make 
a song from the Scripture. Encourage kids to also make up 
hand motions. Allow each group to share their song with 
the class. 

• Bibles, 1 per kid

LOW PREP
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SAY • Isaiah 12 gives us such great words of praise! We are 
thankful because Jesus died on the cross and rose 
again to save us from our sins. 

OPTION 2: Thankful hands
Instruct kids to trace their hand with a marker. Ask them 
to write or draw things they are thankful for in each of the 
fingers, as follows:

• A person they are thankful for
• A place they are thankful for
• A thing they are thankful for
• A skill they are thankful for
• A feeling they are thankful for

SAY • We have so much to be thankful for, don’t we? There 
is nothing greater we have to be thankful for than 
Jesus. We are thankful because Jesus died on the 
cross and rose again to save us from our sins.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute each child’s journal. Ask the kids to write about 
or draw a picture to answer the following questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure each child secures this week’s sheet in the journal, 
and then collect them. Keep the journals in the classroom 
so they will be available every week or as often as you wish 
to use them.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• paper
• markers

• pencils and crayons
• Journal Page
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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