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Unit 28
Session 1

Leader BIBLE STUDY

When Jesus ascended to heaven, He instructed the disciples 
to go to Jerusalem and wait. Jesus promised that the Holy 
Spirit would come upon them. So the disciples went back to 
Jerusalem, where they waited and prayed.

The time came for the Jewish festival called Pentecost, 
or the Feast of Weeks. As with the Passover festival, Jews 
from all over the Roman Empire would be at the temple in 
Jerusalem.

During this festival, the Holy Spirit came to believers in 
Jerusalem. They heard a sound like a violent, rushing wind. 
When the Holy Spirit filled the disciples, they were able to 

Use Week of:

The Holy Spirit Came

BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 2:1-4,22-42
MAIN POINT: The Holy Spirit came to the apostles on the Day of Pentecost.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians follow Jesus.

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

speak in foreign languages. They went out into the city and 
began to preach, and the Jews from all over the world were 
amazed. These disciples were from Galilee, but they were 
speaking in languages the visitors could understand.

The disciples told people about God’s plan. The Holy Spirit 
helped Peter teach: Jesus is the Messiah; Jesus was killed, but 
He is alive! (Acts 2:22-36) The Holy Spirit convicted the 
crowd and they asked, “Brothers, what must we do?” Peter 
told them to repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus. 
(Acts 2:37-38) That day, three thousand people received 
salvation!

God kept His promise to send the Holy Spirit. With the 
Holy Spirit’s help, Jesus’ disciples could share the gospel 
with the entire world. 

God gives the Holy Spirit to those who trust in Jesus as 
Lord and Savior. As you teach kids, emphasize that the Holy 
Spirit gives us power to do God’s work, and He changes us 
to be more like Jesus.
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The Holy Spirit Came
Acts 2:1-4,22-42

On the day of Pentecost, Jesus’ disciples were 
gathered together in Jerusalem. All of a sudden, a sound 
came from heaven. It was like a strong rushing wind, and 
it filled the whole house where Jesus’ disciples were staying. 
Then tongues appeared like flames of fire, and they 
rested on each of the disciples. The disciples were filled 
with the Holy Spirit, and the Holy Spirit gave them the 
ability to speak in different languages!

Peter spoke to a crowd that had gathered. “God 
pointed out to you Jesus the Nazarene,” he said. “You 
saw the miracles, wonders, and signs God did through 
Jesus. Even though God planned for Jesus to die, you 
used lawless people to nail Him to a cross and kill Him. 
But death did not keep hold of Jesus; God raised Jesus 
from the dead.”

Then Peter said, “You have seen the truth: Jesus is alive! 
He went up to heaven to be with God the Father. Do not 
doubt this.” Peter continued, “When you killed Jesus, you 
killed the Messiah!”

The Holy Spirit convinced the people that Peter was 
telling the truth. “What must we do to be saved?” they 
asked.

Peter told the people to repent, to turn away from their 
sins and to turn to God. “God will forgive your sins, and 
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. Be baptized in 
the name of Jesus,” he said.

Everyone who believed Peter’s message was baptized. 
That day, about 3,000 people joined Jesus’ followers. 
They learned what Jesus’ disciples taught, and they met 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use dramatic 
dialogue: When Peter 
speaks, stand up and 
speak loudly. Move your 
hands as you speak, 
addressing the kids 
as Peter might have 
addressed the crowd.

• Control the 
environment: 
Gather kids closely to 
give the feel of a crowd 
as you tell the story.

The BIBLE STORY
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with other believers every day. They broke bread together 
and prayed.

Christ Connection: God kept His promise to send the Holy 
Spirit. With the Holy Spirit’s help, Jesus’ disciples could begin 
their work to share the gospel with the entire world. God gives 
the Holy Spirit to those who trust in Jesus as Lord and Savior. 
The Holy Spirit gives us power to do God’s work, and He 
changes us to be more like Jesus.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

ADVENTURE! 

Invite kids to check out 
this week’s devotionals 
to discover how God’s 
Word can help them 
grow in the gospel. 

Order in bulk, subscribe 
quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For more 
information, check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Introduce the STORY

SESSION TITLE: The Holy Spirit Came
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 2:1-4,22-42
MAIN POINT: The Holy Spirit came to the apostles on the Day of Pentecost.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians follow Jesus.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. As kids arrive ask them if they have 
ever had to speak or perform in front of a large group of 
people, perhaps for a class project or some kind of recital. 
Were they nervous? What helped them go through with it?
SAY • Speaking or performing in front of people can feel 

very frightening. Today we will hear a story about a 
time Peter spoke about Jesus to many people. He was 
bold and spoke with confidence. Where do you think 
his confidence and boldness may have come from? 
We will learn about the source of Peter’s courage 
today.

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Spirit Switch” activity page. 
Kids will find and circle the 12 differences between the top 
and bottom versions of the Bible story art.
SAY • Today we will learn about Jesus’ disciples after Jesus 

went to heaven. They were a bit shy and afraid until 
something switched! We’ll learn more soon!

• “Spirit Switch” activity 
page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Cold potato
Invite the kids to sit in a circle on the floor. Give one kid 
a ball and instruct him to pass the ball to his right when 
you start playing music. When the music stops, whoever is 
holding the ball wins a point. If a kid tries to hold the ball 
while the music plays, instead of passing it, he is out. Play 
multiple rounds and help the kids keep track of score. The 
player with the most points at the end wins.
SAY • It was really hard to wait for the ball to come back 

around. You weren’t able to hold on to it, but once 
you let it go, you wanted it to come back quick so 
you could win a point. Waiting can be hard. Today 
we will learn about someone Jesus’ disciples were 
waiting for, and what happened when He arrived. 

OPTION 2: Follow-the-leader
Select one kid to be the leader. She will parade around the 
room and the other kids must follow her and mimic her 
actions. Encourage the leader to do silly walks, make hand 
motions or gestures, or even whistle, hum, or sing as she 
leads.
SAY • Being a disciple means you follow someone closely. 

Jesus’ disciples follow Jesus, but we need help to obey 
Him. Today we will learn about the time when Jesus 
sent the Helper to His disciples.

Transition to teach the story

• ball
• music player
• “The Story” or “His 

Good Purpose” songs 
(optional).

LOW PREP
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Suggested Theme Decorating Ideas: Decorate the room 
to look like the stage of a community theater. Hang red 
curtains in the background and place a variety of props 
around the room that an amateur illusionist might use, such 
as a dark cloak, a top hat, or a set of colorful scarves. You 
may choose to display the theme background slide.

Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set 
it to end as the session begins. Then begin the session by 
showing the video “The Big Story” to help kids see where 
these stories fit in the chronology of the Bible. 

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters dressed in black and carrying a small handbook. 
He or she is flipping through it.]
LEADER • Hmm, let’s see. I know I saw it in here. [noticing 

kids] Oh, hey there, kids! I was just getting ready 
for my first show as an illusionist. An illusionist is 
someone who makes it look like impossible things 
are happening in order to entertain an audience. I 
can only perform a few tricks, but I know if I keep 

• room decorations
• Theme Background 

Slide (optional)

• countdown video
• “The Big Story” video

• leader attire
• small book
• deck of cards
• bandanna

Teach the STORY

SESSION TITLE: The Holy Spirit Came
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 2:1-4,22-42
MAIN POINT: The Holy Spirit came to the apostles on the Day of Pentecost.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians follow Jesus.
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practicing, I’ll just get better and better. Would 
you like to see an illusion right now? [Encourage 
responses.] Awesome! Watch this!

Hold the deck of cards in one hand and place the bandanna 
over it. With your other hand, touch your index finger to 
the top of the deck of cards. Using the little finger of that 
same hand, push one card up from the deck. Under the 
bandanna it will appear to be floating above the other cards. 
With a bit of practice, you should be able to flip the card 
and grab it between your thumb and index finger, allowing 
the bandanna to flop over, revealing the card.
LEADER • Pretty cool, huh? Now, as you may know, 

illusionists don’t use special powers to entertain, we 
use tricks. There’s nothing impossible happening, we 
just try to make it look like something impossible is 
happening. Today I wanted to tell you about a person 
who really can make impossible things possible.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • We will learn today about the Holy Spirit. He is 
the Third Person of the Trinity. We worship one God 
who exists as God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Spirit. But what does the Holy Spirit do? 
Listen closely and we will learn that together!

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline or big story circle.
LEADER • We have learned quite a bit over the last few 

months about Jesus. Jesus is God the Son. He died 
on the cross to pay for sins [gesturing to stories on 
timeline] and rose again on the third day. After 
appearing to many people over 40 days, Jesus went 

• Giant Timeline or 
Big Story Circle

Note: Check out a 
demo of this illusion 
online to help you 
practice before the 
session.
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back into heaven. He had told His disciples to wait 
in Jerusalem for a special Helper to come. Today, 
we will learn about the day He arrived. Our story is 
called “The Holy Spirit Came.”

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Acts 2:1-4,22-42. Use the Bible 
storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell 
the story, or show the Bible story video “The Holy Spirit 
Came.”
LEADER • Jesus always keeps His promises. He told the 

disciples that a Helper would come to them, and 
sure enough, the Holy Spirit came to the apostles 
on the Day of Pentecost. Apostle means “one who is 
sent on a mission, specifically the men whom Jesus 
called and sent out to tell people about Himself.” 
The first apostles were the disciples who had 
followed Jesus while He was on earth. 

With the Holy Spirit came great power. The 
apostles went outside and began to preach to the 
people gathered in Jerusalem. Many people from all 
over were in the city for a special celebration called 
the Day of Pentecost. They spoke many languages, 
but all of them could understand the words of the 
apostles. It was no illusion; it was the true power of 
God the Holy Spirit!

Peter preached about Jesus. He explained to the 
people listening that Jesus is the Messiah. Peter 
reminded the people that Jesus had died on the cross 
for sins and rose again. People were amazed and 
asked what to do to be saved. Peter told them they 
needed to believe in Jesus to be saved. Peter told 

• Bibles
• “The Holy Spirit Came” 

video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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them to turn away from their sin and be baptized 
in Jesus’ name. The Bible tells us that 3,000 people 
trusted Jesus for their salvation. 

Christ connection
LEADER • God kept His promise to send the Holy Spirit. 

With the Holy Spirit’s help, Jesus’ disciples could 
begin their work to share the gospel with the entire 
world. God gives the Holy Spirit to those who trust 
in Jesus as Lord and Savior. The Holy Spirit gives us 
power to do God’s work, and He changes us to be 
more like Jesus. What does the Holy Spirit do? The 
Holy Spirit helps Christians follow Jesus.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Philippians 2:13
LEADER • Our key passage comes from the Book of 

Philippians. Even though we call it a book in the 
Bible, Philippians was originally a letter! Paul, an 
apostle we will learn more about in coming weeks, 
wrote this letter to people living in a city called 
Philippi. Paul wrote to remind them that God works 
through them to accomplish His plans. That means 
that when the Holy Spirit helps us obey Jesus, we are 
actually doing God’s work!

Lead boys and girls in singing “His Good Purpose.”

Discussion starter video (4 minutes) 

LEADER • Some tasks are just too difficult, or too 
dangerous, to do on our own. Sometimes we invent 
things to help us. Check out this video!

Tip: Use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids know 
when and where they 
can ask questions.

• Key Passage Poster
• “His Good Purpose” 

song

• “Unit 28, Session 1” 
discussion starter 
video

15The God Who Empowers

© 2017 LIfeWay



Show the “Unit 28, Session 1” discussion starter video. 
Discuss what the kid was afraid of. What helped him 
relax? How do you feel when you think about God’s power 
holding you?
LEADER • Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to be our Helper. He 

lives within Christians today, just as He filled the 
apostles on Pentecost so many years ago. When we 
trust in His power, we see that there is nothing to 
fear in the world. Our futures are secure in God 
when we trust in Jesus. What does the Holy Spirit 
do? The Holy Spirit helps Christians follow Jesus.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Let’s praise God for His goodness. He sent the 
Holy Spirit to help us obey Him.

Sing together “The Story.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, thank You for all You do to bless us. Thank 

You for sending us the Holy Spirit. Thank You that 
He helps us obey Jesus. We pray that He will fill our 
hearts and minds now so we can understand all the 
things You want us to learn about You today. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “The Story” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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Apply the STORY

SESSION TITLE: The Holy Spirit Came
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 2:1-4,22-42
MAIN POINT: The Holy Spirit came to the apostles on the Day of Pentecost.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians follow Jesus.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Work with your class to develop hand motions to help them 
remember the key passage, or use the suggested motions 
below. You may need to alter the motions slightly based on 
the words of your preferred translation.

 For it is God who is working in you [Point to the sky.] 
both to will and to work [Point to your head and then 
mime hammering something.] 
according to His good purpose [Give two thumbs up.]

Repeat the verse multiple times. Then sing the key passage 
song, “His Good Purpose.”
SAY • An apostle is a disciple of Jesus whom God selected 

to go out and share the gospel. Apostles often wrote 
letters to other believers. Paul was an apostle who 
wrote many of the books in the New Testament. This 
verse comes from one of Paul’s letters to the believers 
living in Philippi, the Philippians. He was reminding 
them that it was God who worked through them to 
help them obey God. The Holy Spirit is God, and 
He lives with us to help us work out God’s plans in 
the world.

• Key Passage Poster
• “His Good Purpose” 

song
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Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute Bibles to the kids. Provide pencils and paper 
for kids to write with. Help them find John 14:15-30 and 
Acts 2:1-4,22-47 in their Bibles. Read the passages aloud. 
Split the room into two groups and assign one group to find 
and list the promises and commands of Jesus in John 14. 
Instruct the other group to list the ways Jesus kept His 
promises through the Holy Spirit and ways the church 
obeyed His commands. Invite a kid from each group to 
share the ideas his group came up with. You may also want 
to ask the following review questions.
SAY • Both John and Acts are books in the New Testament. 

John is one of the books called the Gospels that tell 
the story of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection to 
pay for sin. Acts is a book of History that tells about 
what Jesus’ disciples did after Jesus went back to 
heaven. 

Review questions:
1. What sound did the disciples hear as they received 

the Holy Spirit? (a rushing wind, Acts 2:2)
2. What amazing thing happened when the disciples 

spoke after receiving the Holy Spirit? (They spoke 
many languages, even ones they did not know; Acts 2:4)

3. What did Peter say happened to Jesus? (He was 
crucified and then resurrected, Acts 2:22-25)

4. What did Peter tell the people listening to do? 
(Repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus for 
forgiveness, Acts 2:38)

5. What are some words that describe the early church? 
(Answers may vary: generous, loving, devoted, obedient, 
together, etc.; Acts 2:41-47)

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Main Point Poster
• paper
• pencils

Tip: If this activity is too 
difficult for your group, 
read the passages 
aloud and ask kids to 
raise a hand if you read 
a promise and stomp 
their feet if you read a 
command.

Option: Retell or review 
the Bible story using 
the bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Facial tissue race
Form two teams of kids. Instruct teams to line up on one 
side of the room. Provide each team with a single facial 
tissue, and allow them to mark it as theirs with a simple and 
easy-to-recognize symbol. 

When you say “go,” each team will need to work 
together to move their tissue from one end of the room to 
the other, but they may not touch it with any part of their 
bodies. If kids seem stuck, encourage them to use their 
breath to blow it.
SAY • In our game, you used your breath to make a sort 

of wind to move your tissue. You couldn’t see your 
breath, but you could easily see the effect it had on 
your tissue. 

When the Holy Spirit came to the apostles on 
the Day of Pentecost, it came with a sound like a 
rushing wind. In some places in the Bible the Holy 
Spirit is compared to wind. One way the Holy Spirit 
is like wind is that we cannot see Him, but we can 
certainly see the work He does in our lives and the 
lives of believers all over the world.

OPTION 2: Yo te amo
Provide each kid with an adhesive magnet. Help kids write 
“I love you” in a different language on their magnet, and 
then decorate their magnet with adhesive jewels or other 
craft supplies. 

Example languages:
• Spanish: Yo te amo.
• French: Je t’aime.
• Romanian: Te iubesc. 

• facial tissue
• marker

Tip: If your space is 
carpeted, alter the 
game to keep the 
tissue in the air.

LOW PREP

• adhesive magnets
• markers
• adhesive jewels
• other craft supplies

Note: Use an electronic 
device with a 
pronunciation app if 
kids want to know 
how to pronounce their 
phrase.
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• Turkish: Seni sevirem
SAY • God loves us and sent Jesus to rescue us from sin. He 

wants us to love others the way He loves others. The 
Holy Spirit came to the apostles on the Day of 
Pentecost. The disciples began speaking in languages 
they did not know as the Holy Spirit gave them the 
ability to communicate God’s love to more people. 
We can communicate God’s love too! Take your 
magnet home to remember that God loves all people. 
Maybe someday you can give it to people who speak 
the language on it to help them see that you love 
them as God loves us.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute each child’s journal. Ask the kids to write about 
or draw a picture to answer the following questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure each child secures this week’s sheet in the journal, 
and then collect them. Keep the journals in the classroom 
so they will be available every week or as often as you wish 
to use them.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• Journal Page
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents this 
week’s Big Picture Cards 
for Families to allow 
families to interact with 
the biblical content at 
home.
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