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Unit 28
Session 3

Leader BIBLE STUDY

Stephen was one of the seven men chosen to serve as leaders 
in the early church at Jerusalem. (See Acts 6:1-7.) God 
blessed Stephen and gave him power to do wonders and 
miracles like some of the apostles.

Some of the Jews accused Stephen of blasphemy and 
dragged him to the Sanhedrin, a group of Jewish leaders 
who acted as a legal council. Stephen addressed the group. 
He drew from the Jewish history, which the leaders in the 
Sanhedrin would have known well. But Stephen taught 
from the Old Testament things the Jewish leaders had likely 
never realized. 

Use Week of:

Stephen’s Address

BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 6:8–7:60
MAIN POINT: Stephen was not afraid to die so that others would hear 

about Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians follow Jesus.

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 42

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 44

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 50
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

As Stephen preached, he showed how the Old Testament 
pointed to a coming Savior and how that Savior was Jesus. 
Stephen pointed out that the Jews’ ancestors had rejected 
God’s prophets. And they were just like their fathers; they 
rejected the Messiah, the Lord Jesus. Not only did they 
reject Jesus, they killed Him!

The Jewish leaders rushed at Stephen. Stephen looked into 
heaven. He saw God’s glory, and Jesus was standing at God’s 
right hand. The Jews forced Stephen out of the city, and 
they stoned him.

Remind kids of Jesus’ words in Matthew 10:22: “You will 
be hated by everyone because of My name. But the one who 
endures to the end will be delivered.” Following Jesus will 
include difficulty and suffering. Jesus gives words of both 
warning and comfort: “Don’t be afraid” (Matt. 10:26).

Stephen was killed because he was a Christian. Jesus told 
His followers that they would be persecuted—hated, hurt, 
or even killed—for loving Him. (Mark 13:9-13; John 16:2) 
Jesus also said that those who suffer for Him would be 
blessed. (Matthew 5:11) Stephen was not afraid to die 
because he saw Jesus waiting for him in heaven. We can face 
suffering in this life because we know great joy is waiting for 
us in heaven.
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Stephen’s Address
Acts 6:8–7:60

One of Jesus’ followers was named Stephen. God 
blessed Stephen and gave him power to do great wonders 
and signs among the people in Jerusalem. One day, some 
Jews came and began to argue with Stephen. The Holy 
Spirit helped Stephen speak with wisdom, so no matter 
how hard the Jews tried, they could not win the argument.

The Jews decided to lie about Stephen. They said that 
Stephen had spoken against God. The people dragged 
Stephen to the Sanhedrin (san HEE drihn), which was the 
Jewish court. There, they told more lies about Stephen. 
“We heard him say that Jesus will destroy the temple and 
change the laws that Moses gave us,” they said.

“Is this true?” the high priest asked Stephen.
Stephen began to preach about Jesus. He started 

by reminding them about Abraham. God had made 
promises to Abraham and his son Isaac. He reminded them 
about Joseph and Moses. God kept Joseph safe when his 
brothers tried to hurt him, and God used Joseph to help 
all His people during a famine. When God’s people lived 
in Egypt, God called Moses to rescue His people from 
Pharaoh. Moses led God’s people away from Egypt, but 
they turned against Moses and against God.

God did not give up on His people, though. He was 
working out a plan. God worked through Joshua and 
David and Solomon. The religious leaders knew these 
stories from the Old Testament.

Stephen told them these stories to explain that Jesus 
was the Messiah God had promised! But just like their 
ancestors rejected and killed the prophets in the Old 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Vary your tone: 
Speak softly and 
seriously when telling 
the story. When Stephen 
speaks, use a bold and 
confident tone.

• Utilize eye contact: 
Hold kids’ attention by 
scanning the room 
as you tell the story. 
Make eye contact with 
various individuals and 
use animated facial 
expressions.

The BIBLE STORY
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Testament, these Jewish leaders had rejected Jesus and 
murdered Him!

Stephen’s words made the Jewish leaders so angry! 
Stephen was filled with the Holy Spirit, and he looked 
up into heaven. Stephen saw Jesus standing there.

“Look!” he said. “I see the heavens opened and the Son 
of Man standing at the right hand of God!”

The Jewish leaders screamed at the top of their lungs. 
They covered their ears and rushed at Stephen. They threw 
Stephen out of the city and began to throw stones at 
him. As they were stoning him, Stephen called out, 
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!” Then Stephen knelt 
down and cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not 
hold this sin against them!” After saying this, Stephen 
died.

Christ Connection: Stephen was killed because he was a 
Christian. Jesus was crucified, and He told His followers that 
they would be persecuted—hated, hurt, or even killed—for 
loving Him. Jesus also said that those who suffer for Him 
would be blessed. (Matthew 5:11) We can face suffering in this 
life because Jesus suffered first. He died and then rose again, 
and He is waiting for us in heaven.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

ADVENTURE! 

Invite kids to check out 
this week’s devotionals 
to discover how God’s 
Word can help them 
grow in the gospel. 

Order in bulk, subscribe 
quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For more 
information, check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Introduce the STORY

SESSION TITLE: Stephen’s Address
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 6:8–7:60
MAIN POINT: Stephen was not afraid to die so that others would hear 

about Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians follow Jesus.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. As kids arrive, ask about a time 
they had to give up something they liked. Was it taken 
from them as discipline? Did they trade it to get something 
better?
SAY • Sometimes in life we give up things that we like. In 

our story today we will hear about a man who gave 
up something important in order to do something 
even more important—tell others about Jesus.

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Good, Better, Best” activity 
page. Kids will rank each of the pictures based on their 
preferences. 
SAY • I hope we all agree that Jesus is the best. Jesus is the 

only One who can give us eternal life with God. 
Today we will hear a story about a man named 
Stephen who was willing to give up a lot to honor 
Jesus. What do you think he gave up? Why do you 
think he would give up something for Jesus?

• “Good, Better, Best” 
activity page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers

42 Younger Kids Leader Guide
Unit 28 • Session 3

© 2017 LIfeWay



Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Rock toss
Give each kid a foam ball or a paper wad to represent a 
rock. Instruct the kids to line up in a single file. Allow them 
to take turns tossing their “rock” into the small trash can. If 
a kid misses, allow him to collect his “rock” and go to the 
end of the line to wait for a turn to try again.
SAY • We used soft, light materials to be our “rocks” because 

throwing rocks can be very dangerous. In fact, today 
we will hear about a time when people threw rocks to 
hurt a man named Stephen on purpose! Why do you 
think the people wanted to hurt Stephen?

OPTION 2: Hard or easy?
Write a series of tasks on index cards. Allow each kid to 
draw a card. Encourage her to complete her task without 
help, if possible. After each kid has drawn a card and 
attempted the task on the card, discuss if the game felt fair.

Suggested tasks: Hop three times, do five jumping jacks, 
say the alphabet backward, do a somersault, add two large 
numbers together, spell pneumonia, clap a simple rhythm, 
and so forth.
SAY • Some of those tasks were clearly very easy and some 

were much more difficult, weren’t they? That game 
probably felt really unfair if you got stuck with a 
hard task. Today we will learn about a man named 
Stephen who did something difficult to honor Jesus 
and tell others about Him. Thankfully, the Holy 
Spirit gave Stephen help to obey God and share the 
gospel in the middle of a very dangerous situation. 

Transition to teach the story

• foam balls or paper 
wads

• small trash can or 
waste basket

LOW PREP

• index cards
• pens
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters dressed in black and carrying a small handbook. 
He or she is flipping through it.]
LEADER • Welcome back, everyone. I’m glad you are 

here. You may remember that I’m an illusionist. 
Or at least, I want to be. I’ve been practicing some 
cool tricks that make it look like the impossible is 
possible. Of course, I don’t use secret power to do my 
illusions, I have to practice so I can move things just 
right. The goal is to hide what’s really happening so 
it looks amazing. Here, see if you can figure out this 
one!

Set a pencil on the edge of a table so that about half the 
pencil is on the table and half is hanging over the edge. 
Wave your hands around the pencil while blowing a silent 
stream of air onto the end of the pencil hanging over the 
edge. The pencil should slowly rotate. Take care that your 
blowing isn’t obvious.

• countdown video

• leader attire
• pencil
• table
• small book

Teach the STORY

SESSION TITLE: Stephen’s Address
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 6:8–7:60
MAIN POINT: Stephen was not afraid to die so that others would hear 

about Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians follow Jesus.
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LEADER • That’s a pretty good one, if you ask me. Took 
a little practice, but it looks great when you get it 
right. But I bet you would all rather learn about the 
real power that comes from the Holy Spirit! When 
the Holy Spirit is at work, there are no illusions!

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Let’s review our big picture question. What does 
the Holy Spirit do? [Allow responses.]The Holy Spirit 
helps Christians follow Jesus. Good job! We’ve been 
learning about the ways the Holy Spirit helped the 
early church grow.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline or big story circle.
LEADER • Two weeks ago, we learned about the Holy 

Spirit’s arrival. The Holy Spirit came to the apostles 
on the Day of Pentecost. The church started that 
day as the disciples went out and preached about 
Jesus to everyone who would listen. The Holy Spirit 
even made it so they could communicate with people 
who spoke other languages. Last week we learned 
that in Jesus’ name, Peter healed a man who could 
not walk. The man praised God and the other 
people were amazed. The religious leaders tried to 
force Peter and John to stay silent about Jesus, but 
Peter and John said they could not stay silent. This 
week we will learn about a time the Holy Spirit 
helped a man face danger with boldness. Our story is 
called “Stephen’s Address.”

• Giant Timeline or 
Big Story Circle
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Acts 6:8–7:60. Use the Bible 
storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the 
story, or show the Bible story video “Stephen’s Address.”
LEADER • It wasn’t long after the Holy Spirit came that 

the apostles realized they needed help to lead God’s 
people in the church. They chose believers who were 
strong in the Holy Spirit’s power to help them with 
jobs that could have kept the apostles from teaching 
and studying God’s Word. Stephen was one of these 
chosen leaders.

God gave Stephen lots of His power to teach and 
perform miracles. As you might imagine, some of the 
Jewish religious leaders did not like Stephen’s talking 
about Jesus. They began to argue with him and try 
to make him be quiet. Stephen would not be silent. 
Instead, he told them all about the ways Jesus could 
be seen in the Old Testament. Stephen told them 
that Jesus was the Messiah, whom they rejected and 
killed. The Holy Spirit filled Stephen, and he was 
able to see into heaven. He looked up and saw Jesus 
standing with God. This made the religious leaders 
even more angry.

The religious leaders forced Stephen outside the 
town and threw rocks at him to kill him. Even in the 
middle of this, Stephen trusted God. He prayed that 
Jesus would forgive the men who were killing him, 
and then Stephen died. 

Stephen was not afraid to die so that others 
would hear about Jesus. The Holy Spirit filled 
Stephen with power and gave him the courage to face 
death. Stephen understood that his future was with 

• Bibles
• “Stephen’s Address” 

video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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Jesus in heaven. Nothing the religious leaders could 
do to him would change that. Jesus had already saved 
him from sin. Stephen wanted others to know that 
Jesus is the only way to be saved. Stephen was willing 
to die for that true message. 

Christ connection
LEADER • Stephen was killed because he was a Christian. 

Jesus was crucified, and He told His followers 
that they would be persecuted—hated, hurt, 
or even killed—for loving Him. Jesus also said 
that those who suffer for Him would be blessed. 
(Matthew 5:11) We can face suffering in this life 
because Jesus suffered first. He died and then rose 
again, and He is waiting for us in heaven.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Philippians 2:13.
LEADER • Paul wrote this in his letter to the Philippians. 

He wanted them to know that the Holy Spirit would 
give them the power they needed to both do what 
God wanted them to do and to want the things God 
wants. When we obey God, it is God’s power in us 
that is doing God’s work through us!

Lead boys and girls in singing “His Good Purpose.”

Discussion starter video (4 minutes) 

LEADER • One way you can tell how much a person loves 
something is by what he or she is willing to give up 
for it. Think about that as you watch this short clip.

Show the “Unit 28, Session 3” discussion starter video. 

Tip: Use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids know 
when and where they 
can ask questions.

• Key Passage Poster
• “His Good Purpose” 

song

• “Unit 28, Session 3” 
discussion starter 
video
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Discuss with the kids why Candace decided not to go to the 
concert. Who of the kids seemed to be the biggest fan? How 
could you tell? What are some behaviors that show we love 
Jesus more than anything?
LEADER • Just as the “true” fans of a band might be willing 

to sit outside in the snow to hear their favorite songs, 
people who love Jesus will face difficult situations 
without turning away from Jesus. Stephen was not 
afraid to die so that others would hear about 
Jesus. He knew that his future was secure with Jesus. 
When we believe in Jesus, we have the same security. 
We know that Jesus will restore us and we will live 
with God forever. 

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • I want to praise the Lord! Who is with me?
Sing together “The Story.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, thank You that we have a hope for the 

future because of Your Son, Jesus. Give us hearts and 
minds that want to know You more. Open our eyes 
to see You and help us learn about You today. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “The Story” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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Apply the STORY

SESSION TITLE: Stephen’s Address
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 6:8–7:60
MAIN POINT: Stephen was not afraid to die so that others would hear 

about Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians follow Jesus.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Before class, write each word or phrase of the key passage on 
a separate index card. Add a few words or phrases that are 
not a part of the key passage. If you have a large group, you 
may want to make more than one set. 

Form groups of three or four kids and provide each 
group with a set of index cards. Warn kids that not all the 
cards will be used, and then instruct them to put the key 
passage in order. You may challenge kids to see which group 
can finish fastest. After all groups have finished, show the 
key passage poster and read the key passage together. Then 
sing “His Good Purpose.”
SAY • The Bible is clear that when we do God’s work, He 

is working through us. We can face suffering in this 
life because Jesus suffered first. He died and then rose 
again, and He is waiting for us in heaven.

Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help kids find the Book 
of Acts. Remind them that Acts is in the New Testament, 
the first book after the Gospels, and the only book of 
History in the New Testament. Invite the kids to line up 

• Key Passage Poster
• index cards
• pen
• “His Good Purpose” 

song

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Main Point Poster
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side by side. Starting at one end of the line, each kid must 
say one sentence to describe the events of the story. The 
next kid will say a sentence to describe what happened 
next, and so on. If your kids struggle with this activity, 
ask guiding questions like, “What happened first in our 
story?” and “What happened after that?” Once the kids 
have summarized the whole story, take some time to see if 
anyone remembers details that were left out of the group 
summary.
SAY • In the story we heard today, Stephen was not afraid 

to die so that others would hear about Jesus. 
Stephen summarized the events of the Old Testament 
to help the Jews understand the way all the Bible 
points to Jesus. However, instead of listening to the 
truth, they grew upset. They did not want to believe 
that Jesus was the Messiah sent to save people from 
sin. Instead of listening to Stephen, they killed 
him. However, just as Jesus forgave the people who 
crucified Him, Stephen asked Jesus to forgive the 
men who threw stones at him. Stephen knew that 
he would live forever with Jesus, and he did not fear 
death. Stephen knew that they needed Jesus and gave 
up his life to tell them the gospel.

Review questions:
1. What was Stephen doing at the start of the story? 

(performing great signs and wonders, Acts 6:8)
2. What did the Jewish leaders accuse Stephen of? 

(blasphemy, or saying false and dishonoring things about 
God; Acts 6:11)

3. What did Stephen preach about? (Stephen 
explained the way the Old Testament pointed to Jesus, 
Acts 7:1-50)

Option: Retell or review 
the Bible story using 
the bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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4. What did Stephen see before he died? (He saw heaven 
opened and Jesus at God’s right hand, Acts 7:56)

Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Brave game
Read a series of scenarios. Invite the kids to act out how 
they would react. Encourage them to be honest about 
how they would behave in scary situations. Ask them what 
courage looks like in each scenario. Ask them what it would 
look like to act out of fear in each scenario.

Suggested scenarios:
• Your teacher asks you a question in class, but you 
haven’t been paying attention and don’t know the 
answer.

• You accidentally broke the toy you were borrowing 
from your best friend.

• A large dog is growling at you as you pass by.
• You know a classmate doesn’t believe in Jesus, but 
you think the other kids might tease you if you share 
the gospel.

SAY • Bravery looks different at different times. In our 
story, Stephen showed bravery that could only have 
come from God. Stephen was not afraid to die so 
that others would hear about Jesus. We can pray 
to God and trust that He will give us courage to face 
our fears and spread the gospel even when it might 
cost us something.

OPTION 2: Stone of remembrance
Provide each kid with a smooth stone, paper, and markers. 
Invite the kids to trace the outline of their stone onto the 
paper and then write the main point or Scripture reference 

LOW PREP

• stones
• paper
• markers
• découpage paste
• sponge brushes
• scissors
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in the traced lines. Then help the kids cut out their shape 
and use découpage paste to attach it to their stone. Set the 
stones aside to dry.
SAY • Stephen faced a scary situation. The men he spoke to 

wanted to kill him for talking about Jesus. Instead 
of backing down, Stephen spoke the truth in a 
dangerous situation. Stephen was not afraid to die 
so that others would hear about Jesus. The men 
killed Stephen, but he knew that they could not take 
away the eternal life Jesus gave him. 

If we believe in Jesus, we have eternal life and 
the Holy Spirit with us, just like Stephen did. That 
means no one can take us away from God, and we 
can face danger courageously too.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute each child’s journal. Ask the kids to write about 
or draw a picture to answer the following questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure each child secures this week’s sheet in the journal, 
and then collect them. Keep the journals in the classroom 
so they will be available every week or as often as you wish 
to use them.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• Journal Page
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents this 
week’s Big Picture Cards 
for Families to allow 
families to interact with 
the biblical content at 
home.
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