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UNIT 31
Session 1

Leader BIBLE STUDY

Peter, one of Jesus’ original disciples, had grown up in a 
culture where the Jews believed that God only cared about 
them, not the Gentiles. Because of this, most of the Jews 
looked down on the Gentiles and refused to even associate 
with them. Jews believed Gentiles were unclean; Gentiles 
didn’t live the right way to please God. Any Jew who did 
associate with Gentiles did so at the risk of being ridiculed 
by his own people.

After Jesus’ resurrection and ascension, God shared with 
Peter that He loved not only the Jews, but the Gentiles as 
well. (Acts 10:9-16) Peter took to heart this message from 
God and began associating with Gentiles, even eating with 

Use Week of:

Paul Confronted Peter

BIBLE PASSAGE: Galatians 2:11-21
MAIN POINT: Paul wrote that we are saved through faith in Jesus alone.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? Obedience 

is our response to God’s love for us.
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Gentile believers—that is, until some Jewish believers came 
around. When he was among Jews, Peter did not eat with 
the Gentiles and even told them they were supposed to 
follow certain Jewish laws. But he knew that was not true! 
Peter also led Barnabas, known for encouraging believers 
and bringing them together, into acting the same way.

When the apostle Paul learned about this, he confronted 
Peter in person. Paul reminded Peter that they both knew 
that God accepts people not based on how they live but by 
faith. (Rom. 3:21-22) Peter’s actions contradicted that core 
gospel message. 

Paul shared this story with the believers in Galatia (a major 
province of Rome in modern Turkey) to remind them, and 
us, of the same truth. Salvation is not based on ethnicity or 
external obedience to the law. Salvation comes from faith in 
Jesus Christ, a faith that is freely available to people of every 
tongue, tribe, and nation. 

As you teach kids this week, encourage them not to wonder 
if they have what it takes to be saved. Salvation is found 
in Jesus. Remind them that because God loves all people, 
we—in Jesus—can love all people too.
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Paul Confronted Peter
Galatians 2:11-21

The apostle Paul worked hard to share the good news 
with people everywhere he went. He told both Jews and 
Gentiles (non-Jews) about Jesus. Paul also wanted to make 
sure that people did not believe things that were not true.

To help them know what is true, Paul wrote a letter 
to the believers at the church of Galatia (guh LAY shuh). 
Galatia was a part of Rome. The Christians there were 
mostly Gentiles. In his letter, Paul told the believers 
about Peter’s poor choice. 

Peter was a follower of Jesus. He knew that God 
accepted Gentiles and Jews, and he ate meals with 
the Gentile believers. But when the Jewish believers 
were around, Peter did not eat with the Gentiles. He 
pretended to believe that Gentiles were supposed to 
follow certain Jewish rules, even though that was not 
true. 

Paul wrote that Peter was wrong to do that. Peter let 
people, instead of God, push him toward acting a certain 
way. And when Peter did what was wrong, other people 
started doing what was wrong too.

Paul wrote that we are saved through faith in Jesus 
alone. He explained that Peter was not showing that he 
believed this. Paul met with Peter and said in front of 
everyone there that God does not accept people because 
they follow His law or obey certain rules. So why would 
Peter want the Gentiles to obey all the Jewish rules? God 
accepts both Jews and Gentiles who have faith in Jesus.

The law showed Paul that he needed Jesus to save 
him from sin. Because of Jesus, Paul and Peter and every 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Handle props: As 
you talk about Paul 
writing a letter, hold 
a large pen or pencil 
and exaggerate writing 
motions as you tell 
the story. 

• Utilize pauses: After 
each bolded section, 
pause briefly before 
continuing. A change 
in pace will carry kids’ 
attention.

The BIBLE STORY
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other believer can choose to live for God.
Paul wrote to the believers, “Now my old way of living 

is dead—as if I too were crucified with Jesus. Jesus gave me 
new life.” Faith in Jesus means saying no to sin. It means 
trusting in Jesus alone for forgiveness and eternal life. Faith 
means remembering God’s grace and kindness toward 
sinners. “If we could be saved by obeying the law,” said 
Paul, “Jesus did not need to die.”

Christ Connection: Peter was wrong to separate himself 
from the Gentiles. The gospel is for everyone, and we should 
show love to everyone. Paul reminded Peter that only Jesus can 
save people from sin. God accepts people who have faith in 
Jesus, not people who try to earn salvation on their own.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

BIBLE EXPRESS!

Invite kids to check 
out this week’s 
devotionals to 

discover how God’s 
Word can help 

them grow in the 
gospel. Order in 
bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Introduce the STORY

SESSION TITLE: Paul Confronted Peter
BIBLE PASSAGE: Galatians 2:11-21
MAIN POINT: Paul wrote that we are saved through faith in Jesus alone.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? Obedience 

is our response to God’s love for us.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to talk about a time 
they did what others wanted, even if they did not want to 
do it or knew it was wrong.
SAY • Peer pressure is the feeling that you must do the 

same things as the people around you in order to 
be liked and respected by them. Today’s Bible story 
is about a time Peter, a follower of Jesus, gave in to 
peer pressure.

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete “Different Than” on the activity 
page. Kids should circle their preference in each pair. Then 
encourage kids to find someone who chose differently for 
each choice.
SAY • Did any of your friends make different choices than 

you? Can you be friends with people who are not 
exactly like you? That’s a question Peter faced, and in 
today’s Bible story we will hear from Paul about just 
what happened.

• “Different Than” activity 
page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Caught!
Instruct kids to sit in a circle. Choose one kid to be It. It 
should stand in the middle of the circle. Explain that kids 
will pass a sign (a gesture) around the circle, trying not to 
get caught by It. (Examples: tap your nose, wiggle your 
tongue, wave your right hand.)

Instruct It to close his eyes. Point to a player to make 
the first gesture. It should open his eyes and turn around 
the circle, looking for the sign. When It’s back is toward 
the first player, the player should pass the sign by looking at 
another player in the circle and make the sign. The player 
should “catch” the sign by doing it too. Challenge kids to 
continue passing the sign. 

If It sees someone making the sign, that person becomes 
It. Continue playing as time allows.
SAY • That was tricky! Today we are going to hear a Bible 

story about a time Peter did not want to get caught 
eating with his friends who were not Jews. That 
sounds strange. Let’s find out what happened.

OPTION 2: Listen to others
Choose a child volunteer to stand with her back to the rest 
of the kids. Provide a Bible and invite another kid to read 
three Bible book names from the table of contents or a 
verse from the Psalms. The volunteer should guess whose 
voice she heard. Play three rounds and then choose a new 
volunteer to guess voices.
SAY • Think of all the voices you hear each day. Today’s 

Bible story tells us whose voice matters most of all.

Transition to teach the story

LOW PREP

• Bible
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Suggested Theme Decorating Ideas: Simulate a base camp 
at a mountain. Display a small tent and arrange related 
props at the front of the room: a small shovel, ladder, 
lanterns, sleeping bags, and backpacks. Drape a string of 
colorful flags from the ceiling. Consider projecting the 
theme background slide.

Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set 
it to end as the session begins. Then begin the session by 
showing the video “The Big Story.”

Introduce the session (3 minutes) 

[Leader enters wearing a hat or helmet, a backpack, and 
sunglasses or goggles. Before addressing kids, leader removes 
backpack and sunglasses or goggles.]
LEADER • Hello, there! I am so glad to see you all this 

morning. Welcome to the Mount Olam (oh LAHM) 
Base Camp! I am getting ready for a training 
expedition into the mountains. Have any of you ever 
climbed a mountain? [Allow responses.]

Each week, I’ll adventure up the mountain with a 

• room decorations
• Theme Background 

Slide (optional)

• countdown video
• “The Big Story” video

• leader attire
• backpack
• sunglasses or goggles
• Bible

Teach the STORY

SESSION TITLE: Paul Confronted Peter
BIBLE PASSAGE: Galatians 2:11-21
MAIN POINT: Paul wrote that we are saved through faith in Jesus alone.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? Obedience 

is our response to God’s love for us.
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guide. Since this is training—practice for a summit 
expedition later—I’ll return to this base camp after 
my climb to recover, rest, and prepare for the next 
climb. [Pull a Bible from the backpack.] I hope you 
will join me each week to hear some amazing stories 
from the Bible.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • All the stories in the Bible fit together to tell a 
bigger story: the story of how God loved us and sent 
His Son into the world to rescue sinners. You might 
remember that people receive forgiveness and eternal 
life by faith in Jesus—not because of anything we do 
or don’t do. 

This leads me to a very important question: Why 
does God want us to obey Him? Obedience can’t 
help us earn God’s love because we already have it! 
So here is our big picture question and answer: Why 
does God want us to obey Him? Obedience is our 
response to God’s love for us.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline or big story circle.
LEADER • Let’s check out our timeline to see where we 

are in the big picture of God’s story. After the Holy 
Spirit came and Jesus’ disciples began sharing the 
gospel in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and beyond, the 
early church grew. We are going to see that people 
didn’t always get along as more and more people 
became part of the church. 

The leaders in the church reminded the believers 
that they can get along and love one another because 

• Giant Timeline or 
Big Story Circle
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Jesus is our ultimate leader, and we all have the same 
mission: to share the gospel with the entire world.

Today’s Bible story is about a letter Paul wrote to 
believers in Galatia. Let’s hear more.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Galatians 2:11-21. Use the Bible 
storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell 
the story, or show the Bible story video “Paul Confronted 
Peter.”
LEADER • Paul was a missionary, and he told everyone—

Jews and Gentiles (non-Jews)—about Jesus. He 
wrote a letter to the Galatian believers and told them 
a story about something that had happened with 
Peter, one of Jesus’ disciples.

You might remember from the Book of Acts 
that God gave Peter a vision when Peter was on a 
roof. In Acts 10, God showed Peter something very 
interesting. By showing Peter that the foods that used 
to be called “unclean” by God’s law were now OK 
to eat, God showed Peter that the good news about 
Jesus was for everyone—Jews and Gentiles

Peter believed that Jesus is the Lord of all. He met 
with Gentile believers and ate with them. This was 
the right thing to do. But then some Jewish believers 
came around, and Peter stopped eating with the 
Gentiles. He pretended to think that the Gentiles 
needed to follow the Jewish laws in order to be right 
with God.

When Paul heard about this, he told Peter that he 
was wrong. Paul wrote that we are saved through 
faith in Jesus alone—not by obeying rules. Why 

• Bibles
• “Paul Confronted Peter” 

video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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does God want us to obey Him? Obedience is our 
response to God’s love for us.

Christ connection
LEADER • Jews believed that people could be right with 

God by following certain rules, but Paul knew that 
everyone breaks the rules. That’s why the gospel is 
good news. Jesus obeyed perfectly and died the death 
we deserve so that everyone—Jew and Gentile—who 
trusts in Him would receive forgiveness and eternal 
life with God.

Peter was wrong to separate himself from the 
Gentiles. The gospel is for everyone, and we should 
show love to everyone. Paul reminded Peter that only 
Jesus can save people from sin. God accepts people 
who have faith in Jesus, not people who try to earn 
salvation on their own.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
the key passage together.
LEADER • In our Bible story, Peter ignored the gospel 

because he wanted to be liked and respected by the 
Jewish believers. But Paul was clear in his letter to 
the Galatians that being a follower of Jesus means 
pleasing God above pleasing others. Paul left behind 
his old way of living for himself and lived for Jesus. 

We will sing a song to help us memorize our key 
passage. Memorizing God’s Word helps us remember 
what is true about God and ourselves. Let’s sing.

Lead boys and girls in singing “Crucified with Christ.”

Tip: Use Scripture 
and the guide 
provided to explain 
how to become a 
Christian. Make sure 
kids know when 
and where they can 
ask questions.

• Key Passage Poster
• “Crucified with Christ” 

song
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Discussion starter video (4 minutes) 

LEADER • Have you ever avoided someone because he or 
she was different from you? Is that a right thing to 
do? Think about that as we watch this video.

Show the “Unit 31, Session 1” discussion starter video. 
Then lead kids to discuss the following questions:

• Why do you think the cupcake stopped talking to 
the muffin?

• Why did Paul confront Peter in today’s Bible story?
• Are there people or groups you might be tempted to 
avoid? How can you love them?

• How does the gospel change how we should interact 
with others?

LEADER • The gospel is for everyone. Because God loves all 
people, we—in Jesus—can love all people too.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • The Bible says in Psalm 22 that the Lord is King 
over all the nations. One day, everyone will bow 
before Him. Let’s sing.

Sing together “Take My Life and Let It Be.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Lord God, we trust that salvation comes through 

faith alone. Thank You for loving us and welcoming 
us into Your family through Jesus. Help us to love 
and welcome others too. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “Unit 31, Session 1” 
discussion starter 
video

• “Take My Life and Let It 
Be” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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Apply the STORY

SESSION TITLE: Paul Confronted Peter
BIBLE PASSAGE: Galatians 2:11-21
MAIN POINT: Paul wrote that we are saved through faith in Jesus alone.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? Obedience 

is our response to God’s love for us.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Display the key passage poster and lead kids to read it aloud 
together. Give each kid a sticky note. Invite a kid to attach 
his sticky note to the poster to cover part of the key passage. 
Then challenge kids to say the key passage again.

Choose another kid to add her sticky note. Allow one or 
two kids to add sticky notes between each time kids recite 
the passage. Encourage them to work on memorizing the 
key passage this week.
SAY • Paul wrote these words in his letter to the Galatians. 

Paul said that his life was crucified with Christ. In 
a way, Paul died to his old way of living. He turned 
away from living for himself and lived for Jesus.

Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute Bibles and instruct kids to turn to the Book 
of Galatians. As kids find Galatians, remind them that 
Galatians is Paul’s letter to the believers in an area called 
Galatia. Paul wanted to make sure people did not believe 
things that were not true.

Explain that you are going to read a sentence about the 
Bible story. If kids think the sentence is true, they should 

• Key Passage Poster
• sticky notes

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Main Point Poster
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clap. If they think it is false, they should boo. For each false 
sentence, provide the Bible reference for a volunteer to read 
aloud.

1. The Book of Galatians comes right before the Book 
of Ephesians. (true)

2. Paul told Peter that he was wrong to avoid eating 
with the Gentiles. (true, Gal. 2:11)

3. Peter pretended to believe that Gentiles were 
supposed to follow certain Jewish rules. (true, 
Gal. 2:14)

4. A person is made right with God by obeying the law. 
(false, Gal. 2:16)

5. Paul said that Jesus gave him new life. (true, 
Gal. 2:19-20)

6. If we could be saved by obeying the law, Jesus still 
needed to die. (false, Gal. 2:21)

7. The gospel is for everyone, and we should show love 
to everyone. (true)

SAY • Paul wrote that we are saved through faith in Jesus 
alone. The Gentile believers did not need to obey 
Jewish laws in order to be saved. This is good news 
because we can’t obey the law. Paul wanted to make 
that clear. Why does God want us to obey Him? 
Obedience is our response to God’s love for us. The 
gospel is for everyone.

Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: All aboard!
Form groups of six to eight kids. Give each group an 
outdoor blanket or tarp. Instruct the teams to spread the 
blanket on the floor and stand on it. Challenge them to 
turn over the tarp without stepping onto the floor.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.

• outdoor blankets or 
tarps, 1 per group

• watch or timer

LOW PREP
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Give a five-minute time limit. Increase the challenge by 
assigning more kids to one blanket or by reducing the time 
limit. Kids will need to work together as they pull up the 
blanket and step carefully as they turn it over.
SAY • Good job! What was hard about this game? What was 

easy? [Allow responses.]
Our Bible story today reminds us that God saves 

all people—Jews and Gentiles. You worked really 
hard to accomplish the task of flipping the blanket 
over. But no matter how hard you work, no one 
can save himself—not by following certain rules or 
avoiding certain foods. Paul wrote that we are saved 
through faith in Jesus alone. Because God loves 
and welcomes all people, we—in Jesus—can love and 
welcome all people too.

OPTION 2: Weave welcome mats
Before the session, cut several long 1-inch strips from 
different colored sheets of construction paper. 
Provide each kid with a piece of construction paper and 
scissors. Assist boys and girls in following these instructions:

1. Fold the paper in half lengthwise (like a hot dog 
bun).

2. From the fold, cut lines about 1 inch apart. Stop the 
line about 1 inch from the edge of the paper.

3. Open the paper. Weave the paper strips over and 
under each cut.

4. Continue weaving, alternating colors if you like, 
until the paper is full. Trim any excess from the 
strips.

When kids finish weaving, supply markers and instruct kids 
to write Welcome on their mats. Encourage them to display 

• assorted colors of 
construction paper

• scissors
• ruler
• markers
• craft glue or tape 

(optional)

Option: Glue or 
tape the ends of the 
strips to the edges 
of the paper.
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the mats at home as a reminder that God welcomes all 
people into His family.
SAY • Paul wrote that we are saved through faith in Jesus 

alone. We don’t have to wonder if we—or someone 
else—has what it takes to be saved. Jesus did all the 
work required for our salvation by living the perfect 
life and dying the death we deserve on the cross. 
Because God loves and welcomes all people, we—in 
Jesus—can love and welcome all people too.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute journal pages and pencils. Guide kids to think 
about and answer the questions listed on the page:

• What does this story teach me about God or the 
gospel?

• What does the story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How 
are they for God’s glory and my good?

• Are there any promises in this story to remember? 
How do they help me trust and love God?

• How does this story help me to live on mission 
better?

As kids journal, invite them to share their ideas. Then pray, 
thanking God for loving all people and accepting us by faith 
in Jesus. Pray that the Spirit would help kids show God’s 
love to all people.

As time allows, lead kids to complete “Maze Match” on 
the activity page. Kids should complete each sentence by 
following the paths.

Option: Review 
the gospel with 
boys and girls. 
Explain that kids are 
welcome to speak 
with you or another 
teacher if they have 
questions.

• pencils
• Journal Page
• “Maze Match” activity 

page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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