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UNIT 31
Session 2

Leader BIBLE STUDY

Paul helped start the church in Corinth, a city in southern 
Greece, during his second missionary journey. Corinth was 
known for its wickedness. If any city needed a church, this 
was it. Paul remained in Corinth for about 18 months and 
then continued traveling to share the gospel and plant more 
churches.

Six years later, Paul received word from Chloe, a believer in 
Corinth, that the church there was struggling. The church 
was fractured and openly engaging in various sins. Some 
believers were even denying the resurrection! This news 
surely troubled Paul, so he sat down to write a letter to the 
church.

Use Week of:

The Church Was Divided

BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 1:10-31
MAIN POINT: Paul wrote that Christians are joined together by faith in Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? Obedience 

is our response to God’s love for us.

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 26

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 28

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 34
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

One of the first issues Paul addressed was the church’s 
division. Even if he could help resolve the other issues, a 
divided church would never be healthy and impact the city 
the way it needed to. According to Chloe’s report, several 
factions had formed in the church. Some claimed to follow 
Paul. Others Apollos. Others Peter. And some even claimed 
to follow Jesus, which wasn’t as good as it sounded. This 
group was most likely simply trying to sound more spiritual 
than the others. 

Paul told the Corinthian believers that they should not 
be divided; they should all be one because of their shared 
faith in Jesus. Jesus isn’t divided, and He alone died on the 
cross for them. Paul’s message was clear: the gospel does not 
divide believers, it unites them.

We all—kids included—are experts in finding ways to 
divide ourselves. Sin and selfishness divide, but Jesus and 
the gospel unite. God designed the church to show what 
true unity among a beautifully diverse people looks like. 
This week, pray that the message Paul shared with the 
Corinthian believers takes root in your heart and in the 
hearts of your kids. Pray that God would break down the 
barriers we create and bring your kids together as brothers 
and sisters in Christ.
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The Church Was Divided
1 Corinthians 1:10-31

The city of Corinth was known for its wickedness, 
so what better place to start a church? Paul started the 
Corinthian church and stayed there for about a year and 
a half. Then he traveled on to keep preaching the good 
news of Jesus. 

Six years later, Paul heard that the church in Corinth 
was struggling. These believers were arguing and suing one 
another, and they had questions about their faith. So Paul 
wrote a letter to help the church solve its problems.

The believers in Corinth were divided. One group 
bragged about following Paul. Another group chose 
Apollos. A third group followed Peter. And a fourth said 
they followed Jesus. Paul said that the believers should 
not be divided; they should all agree on what they 
believe. Paul wrote that Christians are joined together by 
faith in Jesus.

“Is Jesus divided?” Paul asked. “Was it Paul who died 
on the cross for you? Or were you baptized in Paul’s name?” 
Of course not! Jesus died on the cross, and the believers 
were baptized in Jesus’ name. They should come together 
because of the gospel. Believers all agree that Jesus is 
Lord, so Paul said they should get along and love one 
another.

Paul explained that the good news about Jesus seems 
foolish to those who are lost—those who do not believe in 
Jesus. But to those who believe, the cross is God’s power. 
Many people think they know a lot, but what they know is 
worldly wisdom. They do not know God, and to them, the 
good news about Jesus is foolish.

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use your space: 
Divide the room and 
form two groups of kids 
to sit a few feet apart 
as they listen to the 
story. After telling about 
believers getting along, 
instruct kids to close 
the gap.

• Play background 
music: Play intense, 
dramatic music quietly 
in the background 
during the first four 
paragraphs of the 
story. Then plan calm, 
peaceful music to 
portray unity.

The BIBLE STORY
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Paul encouraged his friends in Corinth to think about 
the fact that God chose them to be in His family. God 
did not choose anyone because of that person’s wisdom 
or power or family.

Paul said that God saves people who trust in Jesus. No 
one can earn salvation, so no one can brag about being 
saved. If the Corinthian believers wanted something to 
be proud of, they could be proud of Jesus and what He 
has done.

Christ Connection: Paul told believers in the Corinthian 
church to come together because of the gospel of Jesus. He 
reminded them that Jesus saves sinners. Because of Jesus and 
what He has done, believers can humbly come together as one 
body.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

BIBLE EXPRESS!

Invite kids to check 
out this week’s 
devotionals to 

discover how God’s 
Word can help 

them grow in the 
gospel. Order in 
bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Introduce the STORY

SESSION TITLE: The Church Was Divided
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 1:10-31
MAIN POINT: Paul wrote that Christians are joined together by faith in Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? Obedience 

is our response to God’s love for us.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to talk about a time 
they disagreed with someone this week. What was the issue? 
What happened?

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete “Puzzle Pie” on the activity page. 
Kids should match each loose piece with the spot where it 
belongs in the puzzle.
SAY • Can you tell how the people in that picture might 

feel? They sure don’t look very happy. This is what 
the believers at the church in Corinth were like when 
Paul wrote them a letter. They weren’t getting along. 
Today we will find out what happened.

Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Board the bus
Lay two ropes along the floor a few feet apart, or mark lines 
with masking tape. Instruct kids to stand around the lines. 
Explain that you will say a word pair. If kids prefer the first 

• “Puzzle Pie” activity 
page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers

• ropes or masking tape

LOW PREP

26 Older Kids Leader Guide
Unit 31 • Session 2

© 2017 LIfeWay



word, they should “board the bus” by standing on the first 
line. If kids prefer the second word, they should “board the 
bus” by standing on the second line.

After kids move, you may choose to allow volunteers to 
explain their choices before resetting for another round. 

Consider using these suggested word pairs: summer/
winter, dogs/cats, pizza/sandwiches, yellow/blue, breakfast/
dinner, showers/baths, basketball/baseball, video games/
board games, and so on.
SAY • If you prefer summer, do you think you can get 

along with people who prefer winter? Can people 
who prefer pizza get along with people who prefer 
sandwiches? Today’s Bible story is about some 
believers in the church who let their differences 
divide them. Paul wrote a letter to tell them to come 
together because of the most important thing: their 
faith in Jesus.

OPTION 2: Puzzlemania
Form groups of four kids. Give each group a 100-piece 
puzzle and invite them to put together the puzzle. Allow 
kids to work about 10 minutes or as time allows. Applaud 
them for their work.
SAY • Today we are going to hear a Bible story about 

the church in Corinth. Paul heard that they were 
divided, so he wrote them a letter. Let’s find out what 
Paul had to say about believers uniting and working 
together.

Transition to teach the story

• 100-piece puzzles, 
1 per group
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing a hat or helmet, a backpack, and 
sunglasses or goggles. Before addressing kids, leader removes 
backpack and sunglasses or goggles.]
LEADER • Hello! Welcome back to the Mount Olam (oh 

LAHM) Base Camp! I’ll be at camp all week. I was 
really looking forward to climbing the mountain this 
week, but the rope bridge across a part of the south 
canyon is being repaired.

I wish I could just fill in that section of canyon 
so the parts of the mountain weren’t divided; then I 
could climb the mountain!

It sure isn’t good when things are divided. That 
actually reminds me of the Bible story we are going 
to hear today. [Pull a Bible from the backpack.] I hope 
you will join me each week to hear some amazing 
stories from the Bible. Let’s get started.

• countdown video

• leader attire

Teach the STORY

SESSION TITLE: The Church Was Divided 
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 1:10-31
MAIN POINT: Paul wrote that Christians are joined together by faith in Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? Obedience 

is our response to God’s love for us.
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Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • The big picture question we learned last week is, 
Why does God want us to obey Him? That’s a great 
question. Some people think God wants people to 
obey Him so they can get to heaven. But we know 
we can’t do anything to earn salvation. God loves 
us and sent Jesus to rescue us from sin. Salvation is 
a free gift! Why does God want us to obey Him? 
Obedience is our response to God’s love for us.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline or big story circle.
LEADER • The whole Bible tells about God’s love for us! 

We have been hearing about the early church and 
how the gospel, or the good news about Jesus, began 
spreading in the world. Paul, a missionary, told 
people about Jesus and helped start churches. He 
wrote letters to churches. Today’s Bible story is about 
a letter Paul wrote to a church that was divided.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to 1 Corinthians 1:10-31. Use the Bible 
storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell 
the story, or show the Bible story video “The Church Was 
Divided.”
LEADER • Paul wrote a letter to the church in Corinth. 

The believers were arguing and bringing each other 
to court. Imagine coming to church and everyone 
is shouting and arguing and taking sides over who 
is the best leader in the church. That would not be 
an easy place to pray and worship God. Paul wrote 
to tell the believers that they were wrong to do 

• Giant Timeline or 
Big Story Circle

• Bibles
• “The Church Was 

Divided” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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these things. Paul wrote that Christians are joined 
together by faith in Jesus.

Finding differences to argue about isn’t very 
hard. Even today, we might argue about all sorts of 
differences we have with one another. Can you think 
of some things or ideas that might divide people? 
[Allow kids to respond.] Like all those hundreds of 
years ago, believers today might divide over different 
beliefs about how we interact with others in our 
world, how our government should be led, or even 
beliefs about how we should follow God Paul said 
that believers should focus on Jesus and the gospel.

The cool thing about the gospel is that it brings 
together all kinds of people. The church is made 
up of people from all kinds of backgrounds—with 
different hobbies, with different opinions, and so on. 
When we disagree with other believers, we can still 
get along with them. When someone wrongs us, we 
can forgive her because God has forgiven us through 
Jesus.

This way of living in unity despite our differences 
doesn’t make sense to the world, but this is how God 
wants us to live. God’s way is better than our way. He 
gives us the Holy Spirit to help us trust Him as we 
interact with other believers.

Christ connection
LEADER • Paul told believers in the Corinthian church to 

come together because of the gospel of Jesus. He 
reminded them that Jesus saves sinners. Because of 
Jesus and what He has done, believers can humbly 
come together as one body. Jesus invites us into His 

Tip: Use Scripture 
and the guide 
provided to explain 
how to become a 
Christian. Make sure 
kids know when 
and where they can 
ask questions.
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family. God does not save people because of their 
wisdom or power or past. God saves people who 
trust in Jesus. We can be proud of Jesus and what He 
has done.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
the passage together.
LEADER • Paul wrote these words in his letter to the 

believers in Galatia. To follow Jesus means to stop 
living for yourself and to start living for Him. 
Instead of being divided by our differences, we come 
together as believers in the gospel. 

Let’s sing our key passage song to help us 
memorize these words.

Lead boys and girls in singing “Crucified with Christ.”

Discussion starter video (4 minutes) 

LEADER • Think about the last time you did something on 
a team or as part of a group. Now watch this video.

Show the “Unit 31, Session 2” discussion starter video. 
Then lead kids to discuss the following questions:

• All of the kids were working on their own ideas 
rather than working together. Do you think the 
rocket will fly? Why or why not?

• How was the church in the Bible story divided?
• What might divide believers today? Is it ever OK to 
disagree?

• How can we come together as one family for Jesus?
LEADER • God calls us to work together in the church 

because we are one family in Jesus. Despite our 
differences, we can commit to standing together for 

• Key Passage Poster
• “Crucified with Christ” 

song

• “Unit 31, Session 2” 
discussion starter 
video
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what is most important: the gospel of Jesus.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Paul wrote that Christians are joined together 
by faith in Jesus. To live together in unity, believers 
need to turn from their way of living for themselves 
and choose to live for God. We can do this with the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Let’s join together and sing.

Sing together “Take My Life and Let It Be.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Lord Jesus, You are the Prince of peace. Wherever 

there is division among us, bring peace and unity for 
Your glory and our good. We love You. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “Take My Life and Let It 
Be” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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Apply the STORY

SESSION TITLE: The Church Was Divided
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 1:10-31
MAIN POINT: Paul wrote that Christians are joined together by faith in Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? Obedience 

is our response to God’s love for us.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Before the session, print a copy of the key passage poster 
and cut it into several pieces. If your group is large, prepare 
multiple sets and form smaller groups.

Display the key passage poster. Lead the kids to read the 
key passage together. Distribute the puzzle(s) and challenge 
kids to assemble them. When they finish, lead everyone to 
say the key passage together.
SAY • Paul wrote that Christians are joined together by 

faith in Jesus. Before we trust in Jesus, we live for 
ourselves, so we are all going after different things. 
But the gospel brings us together so we can live for 
the same purpose: to know and love Jesus, and make 
Him known.

Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Before the session, label three papers A, B, and C. Hang the 
papers in different areas of the room. 

Provide Bibles and help kids find 1 Corinthians 1. Ask 
them to identify which testament it is in (New Testament) 
and which Bible division (Paul’s Letters).

Explain that you will read a question and three possible 

• Key Passage Poster
• scissors

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Main Point Poster
• marker
• large sheets of paper
• tape
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answers. When you finish reading the answer, kids should 
move to the letter corresponding to the correct answer. 
Then read the question and answer together. Guide kids to 
the center of the room before reading the next question.

1. What was the problem at the church in Corinth? 
a. They forgot who Jesus is. 
b. They worshiped idols. 
c. They were divided. (1 Cor. 1:11)

2. What did Paul say should unite believers? 
a. food 
b. the gospel (1 Cor. 1:13,17) 
c. sports

3. God chose believers to be part of His what? 
a. family (John 1:12) 
b. club 
c. organization

4. Why does God want us to obey Him? 
a. We must obey to earn God’s love. 
b. Obedience is our response to God’s love for us. 
c. God does not care if we obey Him or not.

SAY • It isn’t difficult to find things that divide us. We 
might disagree about a lot of things, but when we 
agree that Jesus is God’s Son and that He came to 
earth to die on the cross and rise again to rescue 
sinners, we must come together. Paul wrote that 
Christians are joined together by faith in Jesus. 
Because of Jesus and what He has done, believers can 
humbly come together as one body.

Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Team Jesus banner
Give each kid a piece of paper. Assign boys and girls the 

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.

• paper
• tape
• markers or crayons
• string

LOW PREP
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following letters: T–E–A–M–J–E–S–U–S.
If your group consists of more than nine kids, allow kids 

to work individually or in pairs. If you have fewer than nine 
kids, assign kids multiple letters.

Instruct kids to draw and decorate their assigned letters. 
Allow them to work for several minutes. As kids work, 
review the big picture question and answer: Why does God 
want us to obey Him? Obedience is our response to God’s 
love for us. Then help kids arrange the letters in order and 
place them facedown to spell out TEAM JESUS. Use a 
blank piece of paper to separate the words.

Lay string across the top of the pages and invite kids to 
help you use tape to attach the string the the papers. Then 
carefully lift the banner and attach it to a focal wall.
SAY • This banner looks so great! It is a reminder that 

even though we are different in many ways, we can 
all agree about Jesus and the gospel. We can work 
together like we’re on the same team: Team Jesus! 

OPTION 2: Partner challenge
Guide each kid to find a partner. Call for two pairs of kids 
to stand at the front of the room. Partners should stand side 
by side and tuck one arm behind their backs. Guide kids to 
sanitize their hands before competing.

Give each pair a wrapped candy or snack bar. Explain 
that when you say “go,” partners should work together 
using one hand each to remove the wrapper. The first pair 
to do so wins. You may choose to time kids and see who 
removes the wrapper the fastest.

Invite additional pairs to compete. After each round, 
allow the kids who competed to divide their snack and 
share it.

• Allergy Alert download
• individually-wrapped 

candies or snack bars
• hand sanitizer
• timer (optional)

Option: For a non-
food alternative, 
challenge partners 
to tie laces on a 
shoe.
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SAY • Great job working together. Paul wrote that 
Christians are joined together by faith in Jesus. We 
probably won’t agree on everything, but we should 
all agree about Jesus. Jesus died on the cross to save 
sinners and bring people together as one family, for 
His glory.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute journal pages and pencils. Guide kids to think 
about and answer the questions listed on the page:

• What does this story teach me about God or the 
gospel?

• What does the story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How 
are they for God’s glory and my good?

• Are there any promises in this story to remember? 
How do they help me trust and love God?

• How does this story help me to live on mission 
better?

As kids journal, invite them to share their ideas. Then 
pray, asking God to work among believers in the church 
to bring peace and unity in a way that brings Him glory. 
Thank Him for ways you see unity among people of 
diverse backgrounds, proof that believers can humbly come 
together as one body because of what Jesus has done.

As time allows, lead kids to complete “Group Grid” 
on the activity page. Kids should divide the grid into four 
sections, each section including four squares that contain 
each phrase in the main point.

Option: Review 
the gospel with 
boys and girls. 
Explain that kids are 
welcome to speak 
with you or another 
teacher if they have 
questions.

• pencils
• Journal Page
• “Group Grid” activity 

page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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