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Unit 30
Session 5

Leader BIBLE STUDY

Paul and Silas had been released from prison in Philippi 
(FIH lih pigh). Before leaving the city, they met with 
believers at Lydia’s house and encouraged them. Then they 
traveled to Thessalonica and stopped at the synagogue to 
explain to the Jews that Jesus is the Messiah. A large number 
of Greeks and influential women believed in Jesus.

Before long, Jews in the city became jealous and forced Paul 
and Silas out of the city. Even though the Jews opposed 
Paul’s preaching, the number of believers in Thessalonica 
grew and the church there was established.

Paul made his way through Berea, where people heard the 

Use Week of:

Paul Preached in Europe

BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 17:16-34
MAIN POINT: Paul taught the people in Athens that the one true God sent 

Jesus to be the Savior.
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 1:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How do people hear about Jesus? God uses 

Christians to tell others about Jesus so they may repent and be saved.

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

gospel and believed. The Jews from Thessalonica followed 
him and caused trouble, so Paul went to Athens. Athens—
about 200 miles from Berea—was a cultural center. People 
in Athens loved to hear about and study the latest ideas. 
The Jews and the philosophers in the city were interested 
in what Paul had to say, but Paul was troubled by what he 
saw. Athens was full of idols to every kind of god. There was 
even an altar to an unknown god.

The people obviously had a religious desire. Paul knew that 
their hunger for God could be satisfied—in Jesus. Paul 
began preaching, telling the people that they worshiped a 
god they did not know. He said that people can know God! 
God made the world and everything in it! “We ought not 
to think that God is like gold or silver or stone, an image 
formed by the art and imagination of man,” Paul said.

Then Paul told them about Jesus and how God wanted 
them to turn away from their sins. Some people made fun 
of Paul, but others believed. Paul explained God’s plan 
of salvation. God is not like the Greek idols. Only God 
deserves our worship! Because Jesus took the punishment 
for our sin, we can know God.
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Paul Preached in Europe
Acts 17:16-34

Paul had been traveling from place to place, sharing 
the gospel. When Paul got to Athens, he was upset by 
what he saw. The people there did not worship the one 
true God. Instead, they worshiped many idols. Paul talked 
with the people who lived in Athens and told them the 
good news about Jesus and the resurrection.

The men asked Paul to explain what he was talking 
about. So Paul met with them and said, “Men of Athens, 
I can see that you are very religious. I saw in your city 
an altar that said: ‘TO AN UNKNOWN GOD.’ You 
worship a god that you do not know. This is the God I 
want to tell you about.”

So Paul told the people about the one true God. 
He explained that God made everything, and that He is 
bigger than man-made temples. God is not like the idols 
in Athens. He is not made of gold, silver, or stone. God 
does not need anything, and He is not far away. Paul also 
said that God wants everyone in the world to repent, to 
turn away from their sin and turn to Him. God made all 
people, and they should all look to Him.

Paul said, “One day, God is going to judge the world 
in a way that is right. He has chosen Jesus to do this, and 
He proved this by raising Jesus from the dead!”

When the people heard about Jesus being raised 
from the dead, some of them laughed. But some of them 
wanted to hear more later. So Paul went away from their 
meeting. However, some people joined Paul, and they 
believed in Jesus.

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use props: Display 
play dough figures or 
various sizes of boxes 
to simulate a collection 
of idols.

• Display art: Search 
online for images of 
idols from ancient 
Athens. Show kids what 
Paul might have seen as 
he entered the city.

The BIBLE STORY
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Christ Connection: The men of Athens worshiped a false 
god whom they did not know. Paul explained to the men God’s 
plan of salvation. He said that God is not like the Greek idols. 
Only God deserves our worship! Paul talked about Jesus and the 
resurrection. All people can know God because Jesus took the 
punishment for sin that separates people from God.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

ADVENTURE! 

Invite kids to check out 
this week’s devotionals 
to discover how God’s 
Word can help them 
grow in the gospel. 

Order in bulk, subscribe 
quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For more 
information, check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Introduce the STORY

SESSION TITLE: Paul Preached in Europe
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 17:16-34
MAIN POINT: Paul taught the people in Athens that the one true God sent 

Jesus to be the Savior.
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 1:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How do people hear about Jesus? God uses 

Christians to tell others about Jesus so they may repent and be saved.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. As kids arrive, ask them about 
something amazing they learned at school.
SAY • We can learn all kinds of great facts, but we need 

someone to help us learn new things. In school, our 
teachers help us learn new things. In our story, we 
will hear about a time Paul helped people in Athens 
learn something new: that there is only one God!

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Real or Fake?” activity page. 
Kids should circle the animals that really exist and draw an 
X over the creatures that are fictional.
SAY • Sometimes it can be difficult to know if something is 

real or fake if you haven’t seen it for yourself. It may 
even feel like there is no way to know the truth about 
some things. In our story today, we will learn about 
a time Paul tried to tell people worshiping false gods 
the truth about the one true God. 

• “Real or Fake?” activity 
page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: What would you bring?
Invite the kids to sit in a circle. Start the game by stating 
a hypothetical activity you will do with the kids. Then 
say one item you would bring to do that activity, such as 
a fishing pole to go fishing. The kid to your left will say 
another item he would bring, then say the item you said 
you would bring. The kid to his left will state a third item 
to bring before listing the previous two items. Continue 
around the circle until each kid has said an item and listed 
previous items.
SAY • If you were going on a trip, you might bring all kinds 

of things to help you travel comfortably. Today we 
will hear about a time Paul traveled to Europe, to a 
city called Athens. What do you think he did when 
he was there? What could you bring on a trip to help 
you tell about Jesus?

OPTION 2: Known or unknown
Print copies of the “Trait Bingo Cards,” enough for each kid 
to have at least one. Distribute pencils to each kid. Instruct 
kids to go around the room finding kids who match the 
traits described to initial the squares on the bingo card. Play 
rounds as time allows, trying to get five in a row, all the 
outer squares, the four corners, or a “blackout.”
SAY • Some of the traits were things you know about your 

friends, but some were things you did not know. 
Today we will hear a story about people living in 
Athens. They did not know God, but Paul helped 
them by telling them about Him. 

Transition to teach the story

Tip: For very young 
kids, reset the process 
after every 5 to 7 kids.

LOW PREP

• “Trait Bingo Cards” 
printable

• pencils
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing a blue denim shirt with a bright red 
knit hat.]
LEADER • Ah! My friends! It’s wonderful to see you again. 

As you know, I have been traveling all around the 
Mediterranean Sea studying different creatures. I love 
the ocean. It is so full of life. The ocean is large and 
deep, and we still don’t know everything about it. 
The more I study, the more I realize that there is a lot 
I don’t know yet! 

In fact, just the other day, as we were headed back 
from an expedition, our special sonar equipment 
picked up a reading we did not recognize. There was 
something we had never discovered before swimming 
deep beneath the surface of the water under our ship! 
Before we could even document it, it dove further 
down, maybe even to the bottom of the sea! We 
couldn’t find it again after that. 

• countdown video

• leader attire

Teach the STORY

SESSION TITLE: Paul Preached in Europe
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 17:16-34
MAIN POINT: Paul taught the people in Athens that the one true God sent 

Jesus to be the Savior.
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 1:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How do people hear about Jesus? God uses 

Christians to tell others about Jesus so they may repent and be saved.
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You know, the ocean reminds me a little of God 
sometimes. It reminds me of God’s creativity and 
love, but also of His power and majesty. Plus, like 
God, the more I study it, the more I see that there 
is more to learn. But thankfully, God reveals a lot 
about Himself to us through the Bible. It would be 
sad if we couldn’t know God! That reminds me of 
our Bible story.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Who can say our big picture question and answer 
from memory? [Take volunteers.] That’s it! Good 
job. Let’s say it together: How do people hear about 
Jesus? God uses Christians to tell others about Jesus 
so they may repent and be saved. 

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline or big story circle.
LEADER • We have studied a lot of stories from the Bible 

about Paul’s work as a missionary. We learned about 
his conversion, and we talked about when he and 
Barnabas preached the gospel to Jews and Gentiles. 
We also learned about the letter they delivered to 
encourage Gentile believers. 

Last week we learned about Lydia, the seller of 
purple cloth, and that Paul and Silas told the jailer, 
“Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved.” 
This week we will hear how Paul reacted to men who 
had an altar to an unknown god. Our story is called 
“Paul Preached in Europe.”

• Giant Timeline or 
Big Story Circle
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Acts 17:16-34. Use the Bible 
storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell 
the story, or show the Bible story video “Paul Preached in 
Europe.”
LEADER • Have you noticed a pattern in Paul’s missionary 

journeys? He started this one like most of his others. 
When he arrived in a new city, he went straight to 
the synagogue to talk to the Jews. Some believed, but 
many rejected the gospel. So, Paul went out to find 
another place to preach. 

Soon, Paul arrived in Athens, a Greek city famous 
for its art and for deep thinking. Paul was so sad to 
see that the people there worshiped idols—statues 
made of metal or stone. They even had an altar to “an 
unknown god.” 

Paul told the people that those idols had no power 
to help them. The idols couldn’t even hear their 
prayers! Paul told them that they could know the one 
true God. Paul taught the people in Athens that 
the one true God sent Jesus to be the Savior. He is 
the only One who deserves worship.

Christ connection
LEADER • The men of Athens worshiped a false god whom 

they did not know. Paul explained to the men God’s 
plan of salvation. He said that God is not like the 
Greek idols. Only God deserves our worship! Paul 
talked about Jesus and the resurrection. All people 
can know God because Jesus took the punishment 
for sin that separates people from God.

The wonderful news of the gospel is not just that 

• Bibles
• “Paul Preached in 

Europe” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

Note: You may use this 
opportunity to use 
Scripture and the guide 
provided to explain 
how to become a 
Christian. Make sure 
kids know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.
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God can be known, but that He wants us to know 
Him through His Son, Jesus!

Key passage (5 minutes)

Allow volunteers to say the key passage from memory. 
Thank them for their effort and encourage others to keep 
working on memorizing the passage. Show the key passage 
poster. Lead the boys and girls to read together Acts 1:8.
LEADER • Jesus said these words to His disciples before 

going back to heaven. He kept His promise when 
He sent the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost. 
Empowered by the Spirit, Christians obeyed Jesus 
by taking the truth of the gospel to Judea, Samaria, 
and to the end of the earth. We are part of the same 
mission! Whom can we tell this week?

Lead boys and girls in singing “To the End of the Earth.”

Discussion starter video (4 minutes) 

LEADER • Have you ever been amazed by something 
without being amazed by the one who made it? 
Sounds a little silly, right? Watch this.

Show the “Unit 30, Session 5” discussion starter video. 
Discuss with your kids whom the cupcakes should have 
been amazed by. What are some things besides God that 
people worship today? Why do you think they worship 
those things?
LEADER • There is only one God and only He deserves 

worship. Paul taught the people in Athens that 
the one true God sent Jesus to be the Savior. We 
worship God and obey Him because He loves us and 
has done so much for us, including sending Jesus. 
We may sometimes feel tempted to worship things 

• Key Passage Poster
• “To the End of the 

Earth” song

• “Unit 30, Session 5” 
discussion starter 
video
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besides God, like money, popularity, or cool toys. 
Ultimately, those things cannot save us. Only Jesus 
can save us.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • We have a mission to tell others about God’s 
goodness. Only He deserves worship. Let’s sing!

Sing together “A Mission from Above.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, thank You for revealing Yourself to us in 

Your Word. Help us get to know You more. You are a 
God who knows us, and we are thankful that we can 
know You. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “A Mission from Above” 
song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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Apply the STORY

SESSION TITLE: Paul Preached in Europe 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 17:16-34
MAIN POINT: Paul taught the people in Athens that the one true God sent 

Jesus to be the Savior.
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 1:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How do people hear about Jesus? God uses 

Christians to tell others about Jesus so they may repent and be saved.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Write words or phrases from the key passage on 10 sheets 
of paper. Tape the papers to the floor to form a hopscotch 
pattern. Wad up a sheet of paper to use instead of a rock 
(or use a beanbag). Select a kid to go first. She will toss the 
paper wad onto the hopscotch board and then must hop 
along the board, skipping the sheet where the wad lands. 
When she skips the word, the rest of the class should shout 
the word she skips. Play until each kid has had a turn. 
Consider singing “To the End of the Earth.”
SAY • Our key passage reminds us of Jesus’ command to 

His disciples to tell the whole world about Him. Paul 
obeyed Jesus, even in Athens where people worshiped 
idols. Where do you think you could go to tell 
people about Jesus? What could you do to help them 
understand who Jesus is?

Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Use “The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me” as a guide. Devise 
hand motions to help the kids remember the parts of the 
gospel. Repeat the steps with your group multiple times, 
perhaps stating them as fast as possible, or in “slow motion.” 

• Key Passage Poster
• paper wad or beanbag
• pen
• tape
• “To the End of the 

Earth” song

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Main Point Poster
• Gospel Plan Poster 

(optional)
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Repeat them until the kids feel comfortable going through 
the steps on their own. Spend some time looking up the 
Scripture references used for each step, and letting kids read 
them aloud.

Suggested hand motions:
• God rules. [Move hands to head as though placing a 
crown.]

• We sinned. [Cross arms over chest to make an X 
shape.]

• God provided. [Shift X to look like a cross with left 
arm vertically oriented.]

• Jesus gives. [Hold hands together as if cupping water 
and move them outward from belly.]

• We respond. [Lift up hands in celebration or worship.] 
SAY • Paul traveled through Europe preaching the gospel to 

all people. Paul taught the people in Athens that 
the one true God sent Jesus to be the Savior. In 
Paul’s life, many people believed after he told them 
about Jesus, but many people also refused to believe. 
God wants us to be a part of spreading the gospel 
too! It is helpful to know Bible passages that can 
help you know what to say when you share the good 
news. Knowing what you want to say can make it 
much less scary to tell another person about Jesus, 
and the Bible says that the Holy Spirit will also help 
us know what to say.

Let’s all try to think of one person we could share 
the gospel with this week. Remember that how the 
person responds to your sharing the gospel is not in 
your control. We cannot make people believe, but we 
still tell about Jesus so they have the opportunity to 
believe and be saved. 

Option: Retell or review 
the Bible story using 
the bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Alphabetical attributes
Guide the kids to sit in a circle. Choose one kid to start 
by saying a word that describes God and starts with the 
letter A. The next kid will think of a word that describes 
God and starts with B, and so forth. Be ready to help kids 
with trickier letters, like Q, X, or Z. For example, you may 
institute a rule that words starting with ex- are acceptable 
for the letter X. 
SAY • Wow! We know lots about God. It’s amazing to think 

of how much He has revealed to us in His Word. The 
people of Athens worshiped an unknown god, but 
the Bible teaches that God knows us and wants us to 
know Him as our Father. Paul taught the people in 
Athens that the one true God sent Jesus to be the 
Savior. God wants to have a personal relationship 
with each of us through Jesus. How amazing is that?!

OPTION 2: Statue garden
Provide kids with play dough or modeling clay. Encourage 
kids to make little statues with the dough. They could mold 
it into an animal, a person, or an object that is important to 
them. Invite kids to share their work when they finish.
SAY • Athens is a city in Greece. The Athenians, people 

from Athens, made lots of beautiful statues and other 
artwork. Sadly, they also worshiped some of those 
statues as gods. Paul taught the people in Athens 
that the one true God sent Jesus to be the Savior. 
The statues they built were like our statues we made 
today. They probably looked awesome, but none 
of them were alive like our God or mighty like our 
God. God is the one true God, and He alone can 

LOW PREP

• play dough or 
modeling clay

• play dough utensils
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save us. He commanded His people not to make 
statues of gods or worship other gods because no 
statue can come close to capturing how amazing our 
God is, and no false god can save us like our true 
God can.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute each child’s journal. Ask the kids to write about 
or draw a picture to answer the following questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure each child secures this week’s sheet in the journal, 
and then collect them. Keep the journals in the classroom 
so they will be available every week or as often as you wish 
to use them.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• Journal Page
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents this 
week’s Big Picture Cards 
for Families to allow 
families to interact with 
the biblical content at 
home.
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