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Unit 31
Session 4

Leader BIBLE STUDY

The apostle John had been one of Jesus’ closest friends. 
Along with Peter and James, John was part of the innermost 
core of Jesus’ disciples. John even referred to himself in his 
Gospel as “the one whom Jesus loved.”

It is not surprising that 50 years after Jesus returned to 
heaven, John wrote a letter to help believers understand who 
Jesus is. At the center of John’s message was one key theme: 
love. 

John wrote that God is love, and if believers truly love God, 
then we will love one another. Our love for one another 
should be so deep that we are willing to lay down our lives 

Use Week of:

Love One Another

BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 John 3:10-18
MAIN POINT: John wrote that others will know we are Christians because we 

love one another.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? Obedience 

is our response to God’s love for us.

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 58

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 60

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 66
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

for one another just as Jesus did for us. It is this deep, 
genuine love that will cause the world to understand the 
reality of the gospel. 

Love is misunderstood and distorted in our culture today, 
and the kids you teach have been impacted by this in 
some way. Many of your kids may see love as just a feeling, 
as something temporary, or as something that has to be 
earned.

This session provides you with the perfect opportunity to 
expose the world’s myths about love and remind kids of the 
truth about God’s love.

Remember to be sensitive to the situations kids face. Many 
may feel unloved. Many may have been hurt by those they 
love. Many may be trying to earn love from others. Be 
prepared to address these situations.

Remind kids that Jesus’ love for them is unconditional and 
unending. It is not just a feeling. Jesus’ love for us is proven 
by His death on the cross to rescue them from sin. We can 
love others because God loved us first.
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Love One Another
1 John 3:10-18

As one of Jesus’ closest friends, the apostle John 
had lived alongside Jesus. He had witnessed Jesus’ life 
and teachings himself. Now, some 50 years after Jesus had 
returned to heaven, John was an older man. He knew who 
Jesus really was, and he wrote a letter to help believers 
understand that Jesus was—and is—the Son of God.

John showed that God is love. If believers truly love 
God, they will also love one another—and that love must 
be shown in what believers say and do.

John said that people who are God’s children live 
differently than people who are not God’s children. 
Believers do what is right, and they love one another. This 
is not a new message. Jesus told us to love one another 
too. John wrote that others will know we are Christians 
because we show love to one another.

John told about Cain and Abel. Why did Cain kill 
Abel? Cain killed his brother because he did what was 
evil and his brother did what was good. Cain hated Abel. 
John explained that people who do not love others are 
controlled by the power of death. God has set every 
believer free from the power of death. He has loved us 
and has given us life, so we can love one another.

We know what love is because Jesus showed us. He 
laid down His life for us. Because of Jesus’ power, we 
can—and should—love like that too. When we have 
something that our brother needs, we should give it to 
him. If someone has enough to help but turns away and 
does nothing, does that person really know God’s love?

John said that we must not just talk about loving 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use hand motions: 
Demonstrate a hand 
motion kids can make 
every time they hear 
the word love. Make 
your hands into fists and 
cross your arms across 
your chest.

• Vary your posture: 
As you tell the story, 
occasionally change 
your posture by 
standing, sitting, or 
moving around the 
room to gain kids’ 
attention.

The BIBLE STORY
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others. We must love them by our actions and by telling 
them the truth.

Christ Connection: John wrote a letter to teach believers in 
the church about the importance of showing love. Love is more 
than feelings or words—it is an action. Jesus showed God’s love 
for us when He died on the cross to rescue people from sin.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

ADVENTURE! 

Invite kids to check 
out this week’s 
devotionals to 

discover how God’s 
Word can help 

them grow in the 
gospel. Order in 
bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.

57The God Who Leads

© 2017 LIfeWay



Introduce the STORY

SESSION TITLE: Love One Another
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 John 3:10-18
MAIN POINT: John wrote that others will know we are Christians because we 

love one another.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? Obedience 

is our response to God’s love for us.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. As kids arrive, ask them what it 
means to love someone. Talk to kids about whom they love, 
and who loves them. 
SAY • We all have people in our lives whom we love and 

who love us. Today our Bible story will focus on 
God’s commandment for Christians to love other 
Christians, as well as everyone else. 

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Love in Action” activity page. 
Direct kids to circle the scenes depicting loving behavior 
and cross out the scenes depicting hurtful or unloving 
behavior.
SAY • Some of those pictures showed great examples of 

what it looks like to show love to others. Some 
showed what it looks like when we do not show love. 
Why do you think God wants us to show love to 
other people? We’ll learn more about that today!

• paper
• pencils
• crayons or colored 

pencils

Tip: Steer 
conversations 
toward familial and 
brotherly forms of 
love. Be sensitive to 
kids whose home 
life may be difficult.

• “Love in Action” activity 
page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: What is love?
Ask the kids what love looks like. As the kids describe love, 
list their ideas on a dry erase board, chalkboard, or large 
sheet of paper.
SAY • Love can look different in different situations. One 

thing that almost always shows love is putting the 
needs of another person before your own. Today 
we will learn more about the way God commands 
Christians to love one another.

OPTION 2: Whom do you love?
Distribute to each kid a sheet of paper and a pencil. Allow 
the kids to share colored pencils. Ask the kids to draw 
pictures of themselves with a person they love. Encourage 
them to think of creative ways to show that the people in 
their picture love each other.
SAY • Some people, like our friends and family, are usually 

easy to love. Other people can be much harder to 
love, like a bully at school or a new kid at church 
who you don’t know well. God calls Christians to 
love everyone. Today we will learn more about what 
that looks like and how we can obey God in that 
command.

Transition to teach the story

• dry erase board, 
chalkboard, or large 
sheet of paper

• markers or chalk

LOW PREP

• paper
• pencils
• crayons or colored 

pencils

Tip: Guide the kids 
away from drawing 
anything that could 
be inappropriate. 

59The God Who Leads

© 2017 LIfeWay



Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing hiking boots and a large backpack, and 
carrying a walking stick.]
LEADER • Hey, friends. Welcome back to the trail head. I’m 

[your name], and my job is to guide people in their 
hikes up the mountain. I help keep people safe and 
make sure they follow the rules to reach the top.

You may not have thought about it, but one of the 
biggest parts of my job is helping people get along 
and show love to one another. In stressful situations, 
like climbing a mountain, it’s easy to be snippy 
and unkind to others. I help keep people calm and 
remind them that up here things are too dangerous 
to risk letting anger mess up our teamwork. The 
most successful expeditions are the ones where 
the members of the team really love and trust one 
another.

• countdown video

• leader attire

Teach the STORY

SESSION TITLE: Love One Another
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 John 3:10-18
MAIN POINT: John wrote that others will know we are Christians because we 

love one another.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? Obedience 

is our response to God’s love for us.
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You know, it makes me think of a book in the 
Bible. If you have some time, I’d love to share the 
story with you.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • The nice thing is that it fits in great with our 
big picture question. Remember, we’ve been asking, 
Why does God want us to obey Him? The answer 
is, Obedience is our response to God’s love for us. 
Today we will learn about another command God 
gave to Christians through the writing of an apostle.  
An apostle is a person in the early church whom 
Jesus specifically set apart to teach Christians about 
Him. This time, the apostle was a man named John. 
He was one of Jesus’ closest friends and disciples 
while Jesus was on earth. In addition to the Gospel 
of John, he also wrote 1 John, 2 John, 3 John, and 
Revelation. Today’s story comes from 1 John. 

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline or big story circle.
LEADER • We’ve discussed a lot of the commands God 

gave to the church to help believers live new lives 
for God’s glory. Can anyone remember some of 
the main points from past stories? [Allow responses.] 
Great job! The first week, we learned that Paul wrote 
that we are saved through faith in Jesus alone. 
Then we learned Paul wrote that Christians are 
joined together by faith in Jesus. Last week our 
story taught us that James calls us to treat people 
with mercy because Jesus shows us mercy. Each of 
these commands was really from God because God 

• Giant Timeline or 
Big Story Circle
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inspired what they wrote. This week our story is 
called “Love One Another.” 

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to 1 John 3:10-18. Use the Bible 
storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the 
story, or show the Bible story video “Love One Another.”
LEADER • Some time after Jesus rose from the dead and 

went back to heaven, while the church was still 
pretty new, Jesus’ disciple John moved to Ephesus, 
where he helped lead the church. John wrote letters 
to believers to help them know the way God wanted 
Christians to live. These letters are now the books of 
the Bible 1 John, 2 John, and 3 John. 

In 1 John, John wrote that others will know we 
are Christians because we love one another. John 
wanted Christians to know that Jesus’ love is our 
perfect picture of what love looks like. Jesus’ love 
for us doesn’t change based on our actions. It won’t 
shrink when we sin or grow if we obey. It is forever 
and always, even though we don’t deserve it.

John had been one of Jesus’ closest friends while 
Jesus was on earth. As a result, John knew better than 
most what amazing love looks like. He was there 
when Jesus was on the cross, and he was one of the 
first disciples to visit the empty tomb when Jesus 
rose. Jesus’ love for us and for obeying God led Him 
to lay down His life so we could be saved from sin.

Jesus’ love was more than just words; Jesus lived 
it out with actions. John wanted believers to know 
our love should be that way too. That way, people 
will know that we are God’s children. Only God can 

• Bibles
• “Love One Another” 

video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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produce that kind of amazing love that puts others 
first no matter what.

Christ connection
LEADER • Loving others, especially in the amazing and 

sacrificial way Jesus loved others, is not easy. God 
commands us to love that way because that’s how 
God loves us. We can only love as God loves with 
God’s help. That’s why God gives us His power 
through the Holy Spirit. 

John wrote a letter to teach believers in the church 
about the importance of showing love. Love is more 
than feelings or words. Love is an action. Jesus 
showed God’s love for us when He died on the cross 
to rescue people from sin.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Galatians 2:20.
LEADER • Our key passage is from Paul’s letter to the 

Galatians. As we talk about the different and hard-
to-obey commands God has given Christians, it’s 
important to remember this passage. Our obedience 
isn’t a result of our hard work or goodness. Our 
loving obedience is possible because our old self has 
died and been replaced with new life from Jesus. He 
lives in us, and that’s what makes us able to obey!

Lead boys and girls in singing “Crucified with Christ.”

Discussion starter video (4 minutes) 

LEADER • What do you think it means when people say 
“actions speak louder than words”? Think about that 

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.

• Key Passage Poster
• “Crucified with Christ” 

song

• “Unit 31, Session 4” 
discussion starter 
video
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as you check out this clip.
Show the “Unit 31, Session 4” discussion starter video. 
Discuss with your group how the kid in the video knew 
who the people in the picture were. Ask the kids if they 
have any traits that set them apart. What did John say 
should set Christians apart? What makes it hard to love the 
amazing way Jesus loved? How do we show love like that?
LEADER • God commanded the church through John to 

love the way Jesus loved. That is not an easy thing to 
do, but with the Holy Spirit living in us, we can obey 
even this difficult command. John wrote that others 
will know we are Christians because we love one 
another.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • When we believe in Jesus, we get new lives that 
are marked by amazing love. We can trust that Jesus 
will take our lives and use them to glorify God.

Sing together “Take My Life and Let It Be.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Father, thank You for showing us what perfect 

love looks like by sending Your Son to save us. Help 
us live in a way that is marked by amazing love that 
can only come from You. Give us opportunities this 
week to show Your love to those around us. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “Take My Life and Let It 
Be” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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Apply the STORY

SESSION TITLE: Love One Another
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 John 3:10-18
MAIN POINT: John wrote that others will know we are Christians because we 

love one another.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? Obedience 

is our response to God’s love for us.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Allow volunteers to say the verse from memory. Praise each 
kid for her efforts. Then, show the key passage poster and 
read it with the rest of the class. Encourage the group to 
continue trying to memorize the verse. 
SAY • Great job so far! You’ve all almost got the whole 

verse memorized. Remembering this verse is helpful 
because it teaches us that our sinful lives from before 
Jesus are gone! Our old life was crucified and buried. 
When we believe in Jesus, the Holy Spirit changes us 
to live for God’s glory.

Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Let the kids use paper lunch sacks, markers, construction 
paper, glue, googly eyes, and other craft supplies to make 
paper bag puppets. After the kids have completed their 
puppets, create scenes that depict the kind of love John was 
talking about in the Bible story. Then ask the following 
questions:

1. Who wrote 1 John? (John)
2. What testament is 1 John in? (New Testament)
3. What message did John remind believers of? (We 

• Key Passage Poster

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Main Point Poster
• paper lunch sacks
• markers
• construction paper
• glue
• googly eyes
• other craft supplies
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should love one another, 1 John 3:11)
4. We should not be surprised if the world does what? 

(hates us, 1 John 3:13)
5. How do we know what love is? (Jesus laid down His 

life for us, 1 John 3:16)
6. Why does God want us to obey Him? Obedience is 

our response to God’s love for us.
SAY • The world is broken and filled with sin. That’s 

why perfect love is so amazing; it doesn’t happen 
naturally. Perfect love, the kind Jesus showed on 
the cross, comes only from God. When people 
display perfect love, it shows that they have been 
transformed by God’s perfect love. John wrote that 
others will know we are Christians because we love 
one another.

Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Love actions
Invite a volunteer to act out a way he can show love to 
others. Challenge the other kids to guess what he is acting 
out. Then, switch to another volunteer and give her a 
chance to act out a new way to show love. 

Suggestions:
• Giving someone a hug
• Helping someone with homework
• Loaning someone an umbrella
• Tying someone’s shoe for him or her
• Baking a cake for someone
• Sharing your lunch with someone
• Saying kind words to someone
• Shaking hands with your opponent after a game
• Protecting someone from harm

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.

LOW PREP
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• Telling someone about Jesus
SAY • Wow! There are so many ways to show love to others. 

We know that perfect love comes from God. Jesus 
showed perfect love by dying on the cross for us 
even though we did not deserve it. John wrote that 
others will know we are Christians because we love 
one another. We know what love is because God has 
shown us great love. We can show love to others to 
help them learn who God is. 

OPTION 2: The love of the cross
Before class, use craft sticks and glue to make two or three 
cross shapes for your group. In class, give each kid a sheet 
of construction paper and instruct her to draw a large heart 
on the paper. Then, allow the kids to take turns holding the 
cross shapes behind the paper and rubbing the side of the 
crayon on the paper over the whole heart shape. The image 
of the cross should show up in the hearts. Help the kids 
write the main point along the bottom of their paper.
SAY • John wrote that others will know we are Christians 

because we love one another. When we show love, 
others will see Jesus in our lives, just as you could 
see the cross in your heart drawing when you began 
to color it in by rubbing the crayon over the paper. 
Perfect love comes from God, so when people see 
God’s perfect love coming from us, they will know 
that we have been changed by God’s power. 

• craft sticks
• glue
• construction paper
• pencils
• crayons
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Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute each child’s journal. Ask the kids to write about 
or draw a picture to answer the following questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure each child secures this week’s sheet in the journal, 
and then collect them. Keep the journals in the classroom 
so they will be available every week or as often as you wish 
to use them.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• Journal Page
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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