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Unit 23
Session 1

Leader BIBLE STUDY

Jesus’ ministry had begun. He called disciples and traveled 
to the region of Galilee. Jesus spent His time on earth 
teaching and performing miracles, preparing for His 
ultimate mission: to die on the cross for the salvation of 
sinners. Jesus’ miracles were signs that pointed to greater 
truths about who Jesus is and why He had come.

John 2 records Jesus’ first miracle at a wedding in Cana. 
Jesus’ mother told Jesus that the wine had run out. 
Culturally, running out of wine was a big deal. Weddings 
were important events, and the celebration could last a 
week. To run out of wine was a social disaster. But Jesus 
responded in a surprising way: “What has this concern of 

Use Week of:

Jesus Turned Water to Wine

BIBLE PASSAGE: John 2:1-12
MAIN POINT: Jesus’ first miracle was to turn water into wine.
KEY PASSAGE: John 20:31
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 

miracles to glorify God and prove He is God the Son.
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

yours to do with Me, woman? My hour has not yet come” 
(John 2:4).

To understand Jesus’ answer, remember that Jesus’ miracles 
were not an end unto themselves. They were signs, pointing 
to something greater. When the wine ran out, Jesus turned 
water to wine to show that He is the Messiah, the Son of 
God.

Jesus offers us something greater than wine—Himself. Jesus 
is the true vine. On that day, His hour had not yet come. 
Jesus knew what lay ahead; to give us Himself, He would 
shed His own blood by dying on the cross for our sin.

When Jesus’ disciples witnessed His miracle, the jars of wine 
were not the focus of their awe and wonder. Through the 
miracle, Jesus displayed His glory and His disciples believed 
in Him. Jesus was driven by His Father’s plan—not to 
simply solve the problem of lacking wine, but to solve the 
deepest problem we face, the problem of sin.

As you teach kids, point them beyond Jesus’ miracles to see 
Jesus for who He is. Jesus performed miracles to help people 
believe that He is the Messiah, the Son of God. Through 
His death and resurrection, Jesus provided what we need 
most—forgiveness and eternal life. 
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Jesus Turned Water to Wine
John 2:1-12

One day, Jesus’ mother, Mary, was at a wedding feast 
in Cana. Jesus and His disciples were there too. When 
the wine was all gone, Mary told Jesus, “They do not 
have any more wine.”

Jesus replied, “What does this have to do with Me? 
My time has not yet come.” Jesus meant that it was not 
yet time for Him to be glorified, or to be worshiped and 
praised.

Jesus knew what was best, so Mary said to the 
servants, “Do whatever He tells you.”

Now there were six stone water jars at the feast for 
religious washing. Each jar held 20 or 30 gallons. Jesus told 
the servants to fill the jars with water. The servants filled 
the jars to the top. Then Jesus said, “Now take some 
of the water out and give it to the man in charge of the 
feast.”

So they did. The man in charge tasted the water that 
had now turned into wine. The man did not know where 
the wine had come from, but the servants knew. He called 
to the groom and said, “Usually the best wine is served 
first. Then, after the guests have had enough, the other 
wine is served. But you have kept the best for last!”

This was Jesus’ first miracle, and He did it in Cana, 
which is in Galilee. This miracle showed Jesus’ glory, and 
His disciples believed in Him.

After this, Jesus went to Capernaum with His mother, 
His brothers, and His disciples. They stayed in Capernaum 
for a few days.

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use sound effects: 
Find and play sound 
effects such as vibrant 
Middle Eastern music, 
the sound of a crowd 
celebrating, and 
the general buzz of 
conversation to make it 
sound like you are at the 
wedding in Cana.

The BIBLE STORY
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Christ Connection: Jesus performed miracles to help people 
believe that He is the Messiah, the Son of God. Jesus has power 
over everything, and those who believe in Him will have 
eternal life.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

ADVENTURE! 

Invite kids to check 
out this week’s 
devotionals to 

discover that Jesus’ 
first miracle gave 
God glory. God 

calls all believers 
to good works to 

give HIm glory and 
grow His kingdom. 
(Eph. 2:10) Order 
in bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.

107Jesus the Miracle-Worker

© 2016 LIfeWay



Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Turned Water to Wine
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 2:1-12
MAIN POINT: Jesus’ first miracle was to turn water into wine.
KEY PASSAGE: John 20:31
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 

miracles to glorify God and prove He is God the Son.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. As kids arrive ask them if they have 
ever seen an illusionist. Discuss how it feels to see a trick 
and not know how it was done.
SAY • Many of us have seen illusionists, but the truth is 

those are just performances. Illusionists are regular 
people who practice tricks, or illusions. They aren’t 
really doing the incredible things it seems they are 
doing. We will learn that Jesus really did have power 
to do miracles.

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Water to Wine” activity page. 
Ask kids to connect the dots in numerical order to reveal a 
picture that has to do with today’s story.
SAY • When you completed the line around the dots, you 

had a picture of a water jug and a drinking glass. 
Today we will hear a story of Jesus’ power. Jesus 
turned water into something totally different. Why 
might Jesus do a miracle like that?

• “Water to Wine” activity 
page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Freeze dance
Play a song for the group. Instruct kids to dance to the 
music however they would like. When the music stops, kids 
must freeze in their different dance poses. Kids who fail to 
freeze must sit down. Play until only one dancer remains.
SAY • Today we will hear about a time Jesus went to a 

wedding. Not all weddings have dancing, but many 
people around the world use different kinds of 
dancing to celebrate at a wedding. What do you 
think Jesus might do at a wedding to help celebrate?

OPTION 2: Watercolor painting
Help kids to put on smocks or large T-shirts over their 
clothing. Provide the kids with cups of water, paintbrushes, 
and washable watercolor paints. Allow each kid to paint a 
picture on his paper. Encourage kids to paint something 
amazing they would want to see. Make sure kids clean their 
paintbrushes between using different colors and after they 
have finished painting.
SAY • When we dipped our paintbrushes in water to clean 

them, the color mixed into the water and changed 
it to look different. Today we will learn about a 
time Jesus changed water, but it wasn’t by just 
mixing something into it. Jesus changed water into 
something completely different using His power as 
God’s Son. We’ll learn more about that soon.

Transition to large group

• device to play music 
with

• “I Will Stand” song 
(optional)

• “Life in His Name” song 
(optional)

LOW PREP

• plastic cups
• paintbrushes, 1 per kid
• washable watercolor 

paints
• paper
• water
• paper towels for 

cleanup
• smocks or old, large 

T-shirts to protect kids’ 
clothing
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Suggested Theme Decorating Ideas: Decorate your room 
to look like the starting line of an extreme obstacle course. 
Hang a banner labeled START. Create a fake rope wall by 
painting foam board and attaching a rope to the top of it. 
Use traffic cones and string to make a belly crawl station. 
Consider displaying the theme background slide.

Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as large group time begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Large Group Leader enters wearing colorful workout clothes 
and a helmet. His or her face has “war paint” patterns across 
both cheeks.]
LEADER • [Speak loudly and with high energy.] WOO! Hey, 

everyone. Welcome to the Mud Warriors training 
course. We’ve combined our favorite aspects from 
other popular obstacle courses to create the worlds 
most difficult, messy, and fun obstacle course ever. In 
fact, one blogger wrote about our course saying, “It’s 
a miracle if you finish, but a bigger miracle if you 

• room decorations
• Theme Background 

Slide (optional)

• countdown video

• leader attire

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Turned Water to Wine
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 2:1-12
MAIN POINT: Jesus’ first miracle was to turn water into wine.
KEY PASSAGE: John 20:31
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 

miracles to glorify God and prove He is God the Son.
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don’t have a great time trying!”
We are proud of our obstacle course, but we know 

it’s not really miraculous. It takes hard work to 
complete it, but a true miracle doesn’t come from 
hard work, it comes from God’s power! Today, I want 
to share with you a story about Jesus, God’s Son. He 
used God’s power to do some real miracles! Who 
wants to hear more about that? [Allow responses.]

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • As we begin talking about Jesus’ power to work 
miracles, let’s try to see the big picture of what’s 
going on in the Bible. To help us with that, we have 
a new big picture question: Why did Jesus perform 
miracles? I think if you listen closely to the story, 
you’ll be able to learn the answer on your own.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

LEADER • Now, where are we on the timeline? … We’ve 
been discussing Jesus’ ministry on earth. First we 
talked about His childhood and preparation for 
ministry. Then we spent a few weeks looking at the 
people He met and the ways He changed their lives. 
More recently, we learned the stories, or parables, 
that Jesus used to teach people about God. For the 
next few weeks, we are going to be focusing on Jesus’ 
power as God the Son to work miracles. A miracle is 
an incredible display of God’s power to do something 
no one else could do. This week’s story is called 
“Jesus Turned Water to Wine.” Let’s go ahead and get 
right into it, shall we?

• Giant Timeline
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to John 2:1-12. Use the Bible storytelling 
tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or 
show the Bible story video “Jesus Turned Water to Wine.”
LEADER • What an interesting story. We can learn some 

pretty cool things about Jesus. When Jesus’ mother 
first told Him that the people throwing the wedding 
feast had run out of wine, Jesus told her that His 
time had not yet come. Jesus knew that He had the 
power to make more wine for the people at the feast, 
but He also knew that it was not time for Him to 
be worshiped. This shows us that Jesus did not do 
miracles to entertain people. Jesus did miracles to 
show God’s power in His life. He is God the Son, 
and miracles were one of the ways He proved that He 
is the Messiah. Jesus’ first miracle was to turn water 
into wine.

We also see that the man who was in charge of 
the feast thought Jesus’ wine was the best tasting. 
This helps us understand that Jesus is all-powerful 
and everything He does is perfect. Jesus didn’t just 
make more wine, He made the best wine! Only the 
servants and the disciples knew where this special 
wine had come from. Jesus did not march through 
the feast telling everyone how great He was or about 
the miracle He had done; He quietly showed a small 
group who He is.

Christ connection
LEADER • Jesus understood God’s plan for Him and knew 

that the time for Him to be praised and glorified 
would come later when He died on the cross for our 

• Bibles
• “Jesus Turned Water to 

Wine” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

Tip: Use Scripture 
and the guide 
provided to explain 
how to become a 
Christian. Make sure 
kids know when 
and where they can 
ask questions.
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sin and was raised to life on the third day. This was 
the greatest miracle of all. Why did Jesus perform 
miracles? Jesus performed miracles to glorify 
God and prove He is God the Son. The disciples 
saw these miracles and believed in Him. When we 
learn about Jesus’ miracles, especially His death and 
resurrection, we can believe in Jesus too. When we 
do, God forgives our sin and makes us new. We are 
adopted into His family and get to live with God 
forever.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together John 20:31.
LEADER • Our key passage comes from the Book of John. 

John contains many of the stories of Jesus’ miracles 
and power. Near the end of the Gospel of John, the 
disciple wrote this verse. It reminds us that all of 
the stories recorded about Jesus were written down 
so that people could know Jesus is the Messiah and 
believe in Him to be saved from sin.

Lead boys and girls in singing “Life in His Name.”

Discussion starter video (4 minutes) 

LEADER • If you say you can do something, but people 
don’t believe you, how could you change their mind? 
Think about that as we watch this short clip.

Show the “Unit 23, Session 1” discussion starter video. 
Discuss with your group how we can know when people are 
telling the truth about who they are or what they can do. 
Ask them what Jesus’ miracles proved about Jesus.

• Key Passage Poster
• “Life in His Name” song

• “Unit 23, Session 1” 
discussion starter 
video
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LEADER • Jesus told people that He is God’s Son. Jesus 
performed miracles to demonstrate God’s power 
in His life. Do you believe that Jesus is God’s Son? 
Because Jesus is the Messiah, God’s Son, we can trust 
Him when He promises to give those who believe in 
Him eternal life with God. 

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Let’s take some time to praise and worship Jesus 
for being God’s Son right now.

Sing together “I Will Stand.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to small groups.
LEADER • Father, thank You for sending Jesus, Your Son. 

Thank You that He showed His power through 
miracles to prove who He is. Help us to believe in 
Him and trust that we have eternal life because of 
His death and resurrection. 

Dismiss to small groups

• “I Will Stand” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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Small Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Turned Water to Wine
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 2:1-12
MAIN POINT: Jesus’ first miracle was to turn water into wine.
KEY PASSAGE: John 20:31
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 

miracles to glorify God and prove He is God the Son.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Before class, use masking or painter’s tape to mark a heart 
shape on the floor in your room. Write each word or phrase 
of the key passage on a separate index card. Mix up the 
cards and distribute them among the kids in your group. 
Challenge them to race to the heart shape on the floor and 
put the cards in order to complete the verse. Then read the 
verse together.
SAY • The Bible is our record of who Jesus is. It contains 

His words and actions, even the stories of His 
miracles. This verse reminds us that people—inspired 
by God—wrote the Bible so that we could hear 
about Jesus and believe in Him. When we believe 
in Him, God gives us forgiveness for sin and eternal 
life.

Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help them look up the 
following passages: 

• Exodus 14:21-22
• Joshua 6:15-20
• 1 Kings 18:36-39

• Key Passage Poster
• masking or painter’s 

tape
• index cards
• pens

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Main Point Poster
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• John 2:1-12
Read them together and then ask the following open-ended 
questions:

1. What do you remember about the stories we 
reviewed?

2. What are some ways these miracles were similar 
to one another? What are some ways these were 
different?

3. Whose power causes miracles to happen?
4. Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 

miracles to glorify God and prove He is God the 
Son.

SAY • We’ve learned a lot of Bible stories and heard about a 
lot of different miracles that have happened. Miracles 
are incredible events that show God’s power to do 
things no one else can. There is a very important 
difference between Old Testament miracles and the 
miracles Jesus works in the New Testament. Can any 
of you think what that might be? [Allow responses.]

In the Old Testament, miracles happened when 
God chose to use regular people to show His great 
power. It was not Moses’, Joshua’s, or Elijah’s power 
that made miraculous things happen; God showed 
His power through them. However, when Jesus 
performed a miracle, Jesus was showing who He 
is—God the Son. Jesus has the power to do miracles 
because He is the Messiah.

For a while, God used miracles to show His power 
and protect His people. He used miracles to workout 
His plan of sending Jesus to save people from sin. 
Once Jesus was on earth doing His ministry, miracles 
showed people that He is the Messiah, God’s Son, 

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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who had finally arrived.

Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Miracle match
Before class, print the “Miracle Match Cards” onto 
heavyweight paper and cut them out. Group kids in pairs 
and give each pair a set of cards. Kids must arrange the 
cards facedown in a grid. They will take turns flipping over 
two cards seeking matches. After players match all the cards, 
the kid with the most matches wins.
SAY • The Bible contains many stories of God’s power 

shown through miracles. We have studied some of 
them. Every miracle God has ever worked through 
people was leading up to and pointing toward Jesus’ 
arrival. Jesus performed many miracles too. Jesus’ 
first miracle was to turn water into wine. Each 
miracle Jesus did showed more evidence that He 
is God’s Son, the Messiah. The greatest miracle 
happened when Jesus died on the cross to pay for sin 
and rose again on the third day. That miracle showed 
that Jesus made the way for us to be forgiven and live 
forever with God.

OPTION 2: That didn’t happen!
Invite kids to think of three short sentences of things they 
have done before. Two sentences must be true, but one 
must be made up. The made-up stories can be as normal or 
incredible as each kid wants.

Examples of made-up sentences:
• I learned to ride a bike before my first birthday.
• I once ate 700 pounds of candy in one night.
• I once broke my arm skiing.

• “Miracle Match Cards” 
printable

• heavyweight paper
• scissors

LOW PREP
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The goal of the game is for the rest of the class to decide 
which story the other kids made up. If the class guesses 
correctly which story is false, call on a volunteer to explain 
why she did not believe the story.
SAY • Sometimes people tell us things that are hard to 

believe. Miracles can be hard to believe sometimes 
because we cannot explain how they happened. But 
miracles can’t be explained because they are examples 
of God’s power. God isn’t limited by the things we 
are limited by. God can do amazing miracles to show 
His power. Jesus performed miracles to glorify God 
and prove He is God the Son. 

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute each child’s journal. Ask the kids to write about 
or draw a picture of something they believe is true.
SAY • What we believe about Jesus is the most important 

thing for us. Jesus performed miracles to glorify 
God and prove He is God the Son. If we believe that 
Jesus is the Messiah, we can have faith in Him. God 
will forgive our sin and give us new life.

Make sure each child secures this week’s sheet in the journal, 
and then collect them. Keep the journals in the classroom 
so they will be available every week or as often as you wish 
to use them.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray, asking God to help your group believe in 
Jesus.

• pencils or crayons
• Journal Page
• Bible Story coloring 

page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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